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Bridge (William) Scripture-Light, The most sure Light. Compared 
with 1. Revelations and Visions. 2. Natural, and Supernatural 
Dreams. 3. Impressions with, and without the Word. 4. Light and 
 . Law within. 5. Divine Providence. 6. Christian Experience. 7. 
Humane Reason. 8. Judicial Astrology. By WIiLLIam BRIDGE, Preacher 
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PET, I. 19. ge ng 


_ dark place, nntil the day dawn, and the 
| _. Day-ſtar ariſe n your hearts. 


SZ% theſe words, ye have an"Exhortation to a 
as great Duty, Vig. Actention, or taking heed 
w tothe Word of God, in daik, and dangerous 
Times, and Places, The Dury is commanded, 

.and commended 3 Ye do well that ye take heed, 

ga; miili, ye.do well, or beauritully ;. thisis 
your Chriftian Beauty , and Comlineis 1n 
the Eyes of God, Now this Dury is urged, 

and amplified ; prged by divers Arguments : ſome taken from the 

excellency .of the Word it ielf, Firſt, I: 1s abzzs meopnunes, a 
WordofProphelie, or a. Prophetical Word, written. by Divine 

| Inſpiration; che ſame that.is lpoken of in verte 20, Ealled *Pro- 


|SCRIPTURE-LIGHT\ 
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We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophe-| 
- fie, whereunto.ye do well that ye take 
- heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in a| 
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poſe of Scripture. - Secondly, Iris by 3e6efebnrgy;, a more ſure;| 


ord : *Some think the Comparative, is put for the Superlative z | 
as As, 25. 10..45 & ov xvuer kmndoxas , as thou. very ..wel | 
( or beſt) knoweſt: Bur 1 cake itrather tobe-meanr Compara- 


which. they heard in the Mount. ( whereof he {pake in the former 


red, for that Voyce was as true as any word inthe Scripture ; 
but:mone ſure, ratione manifeſtations,.cmore certain, lethed, and 


and whilſt weare in the dark eſpecially, even til the day dawn, 
and the $un fhine in his tul ſtrength aud brightneſs 37 your hearts ; 
whicb is the Second thing, whereby this Ducy is amplifted. - . 
Somethink that is:ro be underſtood of a Supernatural Revelation, 
and Light, which God doth ſet up tz the Soul ; which when a man 
hath obtained, then he is tocake heed to the written Word no lon- 


what he had affirmed, and built up in the former part. 2. One 


written, that Light is no true Light 5 and fo this Interpretation 


tion doth ſ{uppole, that this morning Star did notthine 1n-the A- 
poſtles Tune, and that then the Apoltles, with the Saints of thole 


bave a more ſure Word, and ye da-well that ye take beed thereun- 


to. 


| che Apoſtle hers. ©. 


Orhers think that theſe Wards are ſpoken-to the-belgeving, 


Apoſtle ſhould ſay ; The glorious Lighr of the Golpel hath nor 


yerfully conquered your hearrs-3 aud cherefore til your Golpel- 
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can be no true Interpretation of theſe words... .z. This-Interpreca- | 
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cively ;, for the Word of God written, .1s ſurer than that Voyce | 


Verſe) More ture 1s the Word writtep, than.that Voyce of Re- | - 
velationz. not ratione veritatis, not 1n regard of the Trixh utce- | 


eſtabliſked. Secondly : - Some Arguments are taken trom theruſe-|- 
fulge(s of the Word to-us ; for it 1s as alight ſhining in a dark} - 
place; and theretore ir. is good for us to take heed thereunto : | 
But how long muft we take heed to 1t? even as long as we live, | 


ger :.. But chat cannot be :. 1. Becauſethe Apoſtle doth here pre-|- 
ter the wricten Word before a Revelation from Heaven : Now if | 
he dp prefer it before a Divine Revelation , then 1c is Notto give | 
lace co rhie dawning of ſome ſpecial Light, and Revelation in the | - - 
Hears for then he ſhould deſtroy in the latter part of the Verſe, | - 


Scripture is-to be explained by another 3 bur Eſa3..3. 20. the| 
Lord {aich, To the Law, and to the Teſtimony , if they Steak not} 
according to this Word, it. becauſe there 1s no: Light, 6r mor-{| © © 
ning, in them, If cherefore, any man do pretend Light, or thef © 
ſhining of the morning Scar m his Souh, ſoasro lay by che Word | - 


Times, had not chis Light within chem 3 for che Apoſtle ſaith; We | 
Al che Saints, and People ot- Godthen, did walk by, and | 


take heed unto the wricten Word; yer they had Light: within | 
them. This Interpretation, therefore, ts. contrary to che tence of | 


Jews, in reference to the Prophets of the Old Teſtament: as if the | 


" Geripture- Light, the mo fa ure e Light. 
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Lon be norte dleer, you En do wel totake heed to the Prophets 
ofthe Q1d Teſtament, who doal teſtihe wich us of Chriſt. But 
this vl ſeem toargue, That when Goſpel-Light, doth more fully 
rile-upon us,* then we may lay by th* Prophets of che Old Teſta- | 
ment. | 
Others rhink that this day dawning, and the Day-ſtar ariſing, | 
doth note chat {ul and cleer Vition of Godand Chriſt, which is yer + 
rocome. Now, becaute che whol Earch ſhal be it lled with the 


 derthat Tile, ſaying, Lam the bright morning-ſtar.) 

Therefore it 45 conceived by ſome, That the Apoitle here doth 

relate fo that time,- and 1o the ſence of the words ſhould be chis : 
Though now ye be in the dark, yer ye have the Light of che Scrip- 
cure to walk by z whereto ye ſhaldo wel char yetake heed;cil ye be. 
brought ro, and under a more glorious, and cleer Ditpenſation, 
'Burthe word uſed for the morning-Star, Revel. 2. 22, 15 not the | 
ſame that is here uſed, and tranflared the Day-Scar, 
The Scripture ſhal not 'be our of dare in the daies of thoſe glorious 
| Times ; for che Wals of that Gity, the New Feruſalem, which tha! 
come down from Heaven, hdth cwelve Foundacions, and in them, 
che names of the twelve Apoſtles of the Lab, Revel, 21. 14. 

This Interpretation doth ſuppole that the morningStar, or che 


ſhine 1n our hearts now, and thac 1t hath nor thined already, where- 
as-1t is ſaid, Lnth, 1. concerning Chriſts firſt coming, verſe 78. 
Wohereby the Day-ipring from on high, hath viſited us to give 


| ſaith, che day is far tpent, and ye are che Ciuldren of Light, and of 
the Jay. Surely therefore, the day had then dawned in thoſe | 
Times; andthereforethele words catinot cnly relate to the glo- | 
rious Times that are yer to. come. 

Others tay thele words dotelate unto Heavenly Glory , and ſo | 
the meaningotthe words ſhould be, That we are cotake heed un- 
rothe wriccen Word;uucil we come into Heaven 3 which ching is | 
|true: Bur where do we find in Scripture, that che Glory of Hea- | 
yell 1$ ſaid thus ro dawn, orfhine 1n our hearts ? Or that Chriſt 15. 
fad thus co ſhine 1 our hearts, in regard of Heavenly Glory ? ! 

Therefore 1 chinkrche word Vntil, 15 10t tobe raken-exclufive- | 


LO * 


ly 3 bur as in ocher Scriptures, Pal. 110. Sit thou on my right 
| pand, wnttl 1 make thine Enemies thy foot-ſtool.” Shal Chriſt | 


| ever ? Yea, he thal it there for ever, after al Enemies are {ub- 


—_—_—— 


knowledy 0: the Lord in the latter daies (in reſpect co which | 
Time, tt 's promiled, Revel. 2.28. 1 will give bim the morning- [+ 
ftar: and in Chap. 22. 16. Chriſt doti® appear co che Saints une | © 


light to them that jit in darkneff, G'c. And the Apoſtle Pay | 


cued : But the words ſhew what Chriſt that Leng; and do, whilft _ : 
| == tR@Þ 


Suid, 
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fit on' Gods right hand no longer ? Shal he tor ſit there for] _ 


% 
I. 


2. 


3*. 
Sun: ( for ſo the word may be rendred, as Sridas faith ) doch nor | $700095, 079 
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here , Ye do well Claith the Apoſtle ) that y? take beed to the 
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the Enemies rage; he ſhal fit in 1 power, JanR on. che I hand 
'Tof God ;, not thar he that nor iir chere when chey are ſubdued. So 


—— — 


"Word, till the day dawn, and*:be Day-Star ariſe, and ſhine i mn | 
your bearts ; ; that is, til ye have more Clecr Lighc 3 nor char ye 
lay by che Wxd then, bur becau'e ye ate now mthedark 3 Die 


|.rel you, fates the Apoltie, what ye ſhal do whiiſt yeare in the] 


q 


dark, <ventake ic ed. cO the Word WLILLEN, 
from che wo] Veite, 15 this ; Si 


Aud to) the Doctruie 


Scripture: Light, i our great, and moſt ſure Ligbe, 
_ whereunt» we jhall do well that we e Lake heed, 
' and that efpecially in our dark "Times, and 
« Places. 4 


. Forthe opening, and proſecuring whereof, Four.chings wil 
fal under your Con{idecacion, 


1. That a good man. may be'in the dark, in a dark 
place, ſtate, and condition. 
2. Though he be in the dark, yet God- hath not left 
him without Scriptwe-Light to walk by. 


3. This Scripture- Light, i the moſt cxcoling ſa fe, 
and ſure Light. 


4+ It's the Duty of all the Saints.to take beed theres 
 wnto, and to walk thereby, and that eFpeciall ly in 
their dark times , and places. 


Firft : Ic ispoſſible that a good man. may- ng in the..dark, on a 
darkground, and ina dark condition; yea, poſſibly a-man may 
truly tear the Lord, yet he may.walk in the dar k and ſee nolight | 
of Comfort ; Eſai. 50. 10. doth not the Church complain inthe 
 Lamentat. ſaying, Hebath ſet me in dark places? Chap, 3.6, 
Was not David inthedark, when he-aid, The Lordwill lighten 
my darkneſs 2 2 Sam. 22. 29. Was not Fob | in the dark, when he. 
ſaid, The Lordbatbſet darkn:f$ in my paths ? Joþ, 19. 8. and 
whenhe ſaid, I waited for light, andthere came darkneſs + ? Chap. | 
N, 26, And was not Heman mn thedark, when he faid, T hou 
paſt laid mein the Ph Mel in EM 2 Pſal. 88.6. Ye, Was: 
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* Seriprure-Ligh, the mo ſure Tight. 


not Chriſt himſelf in the dark, w hen the hour, and powet ere 
eſs came upon him ?' Lich, 22.53, Surely. therefore, ie is p 
ble thac a goud man way be in che dark, upon Wark ground, and i > 
ab a dark Condition ; and ir muſt needs belo : For,” A 
1 A good man may live, and dwelina Place, or To vn, whzreno| 
means of Grace ate ; in a poor, dark, and i ignorant corner of the 
| 1 World. . Did not Fob dwel in the Landof Ug 2? And when Da- 
wid thirfted aſter Ordinances, ſaying, *My ſoul thirſteth after thee, | 
F O God, to ſee thy Power \andiby Glory, jo as I bave. ſeen thee in| 
3 the Santuary, Plal. 63:1,2. was henotthen in ſuch a dark corner 
A | as I now ipeak of ? The Ticle*of the Pialm tels us, that he was 
tirche Wilderncts af Tudah: and it ye look into 1 Sam. 26, ye 
 ſhal'tind him complainibg thus : They bave driven me out ths day 
from abiding in the Inber! itante of the Lord, ſaying , Go ſere 0- 
ther godr, verie 19.” Such a dark place, was Capernaum, and 
Gahlee, by the way of the $ Sea, Galilee of the Gentiles, where 
| Matth. 4. 16. its laid, The People ſate in darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death ;, yer here did Peter, and Andrew dwel, when 
our Savior called chem to follow him there did Fames, and Fobn 
-dwel lkewile: And asa wicked man may live under the means, 
and che'light ſhine on him; though he comprehends ic nos fo. ir}. 
may be*the 16t; and portion of a good mat, to live, and dwel, and| 
be'ma Tow; cr Place, or Pariſh, w here there'is no Means, and 
{no Light ſhining, - 3H 
As he may live, ahdAwel in ſucha place as this ; fo he may. bef 
m {6me prear Aﬀtietion, and Perſecucion ; for the dark, places of 
{ tbe Earth; are fl of tve bab:tations of Cruelty : Pertecuting 
Times, are dark Tines. When do Beaſts go forth to their Prey, 
bur in the night ? And when are Theeves bold, bur in the night ? ? 
In times of Perſecution. the Enemies of Gods People are very 
| bold, and choie Beaſts do po forth to their Prey. Surely there-| 
| fore; lik Time isadaiktime withihe Saints. b 
Ifa good man may bein ſuch ic eights, as for the preſent hef* - 
doth nor fee his way befure him ; then he may be in chedark;| 
Thus ic was wich Foſepb, when #Lry was firſt with Child; he did] 
not know what ro do iuthe calc; tilihe Angel of the Lord appea- 
{red cohim. Thus it was with David often, eſpecially ar Nei- 
tab," when he went dowtiiro Acb:ſb feigned himſelf mad, chan- 
girghtsbetzavior z andat Zikſap, when his Wives and Goods were 
taken From him, and heaven thought of Koning hin. Fobn,12.35. 
He that wa; ther) 3 in darkneſs, knows not whither be goes (laith our |. 
Savior ) And when a mnanis infuch ſtreights, as thathe dothnorf A 
lee his way, then he is 1nthedarkindeed, 
A pood man may be much offended : "Times of Offences, are 
—_ Times ; "He that GER m dar ark, Pumbleth: andJo 
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© [fumbled 3 chough he be nor offended at the good Way of God, 


© [much offence : Alf you ſhall be offended (faith our Savior to his 
- {Diſciples ) becauſe of me. And if a good man may be offended, } 
| rhen he may be in the dark, -on a dark ground, and wm a dark Con- 
| diczon. Sy 
s. | As agood man may he offended, and ſtumbled ; ſo he may 
Rane | ſtumble 1nto tome miſtakes, and.errors ; Erroneous times, are 


: | a pood man may err z for though he doth fee much when his eyes 
{are opened in his firſt Converſion, yer every man doth not ſee all 


| 


_ ]chihgs 3 two, or three, or four may lee, and have their Eyes open ; 


1for ſeveral Apes, and Generations: As ina great Houſe, there are. 
| ry. 2h for every Room ; and the Hangings. of this Room, are| 
4 not 
_ | So God hach ſeveral Hangings of Truth, to furniſh ſeveral Gene-| 
_rarions ; and thoſe that are fit for this, are. not. fir for thar : Non-| 
| nulla video non viſa beato Auguſtino ( laies Luther ) et rurſum 

| inubtta wiſuros ſcio, que ipſe ego non. video: I ſee many thitgs 
TCHtaid he) that werenot (een to Arſtin ; and thoſe that come WA 


| qriam ſtire, thar Lam ignorane of more things chan know, Y' 
]ice how it is ina Room where there are many Pictures 3 though 
| ye lee ſome of them preſently, yer others have a ſilken Curtain} 


| though God doreveal much unto you, yer there is a ſilken Cur= 


"Tach as I do rake offence, and am ſturabled, {ſo much Iam in the | 
ditk.. Now poſſibly a good man, may be much offended,” and 


and Power of Godlineſs, orar al the Saints, yer he may be under 


dark times: every Error is Darkneſs, as Truth. is Light. Now 


yer one may lee turcher than another. Gcd hath ſeveral Truths 
t tor that and the Hangings of chat, are not fic for another ; 


fer Me, ſhal ice thole things that I {ce nor, O! fauh Auſtin, | 


| There is ſuch adepth.in Scripture, char 1 do multo plera neſcire| 


rawn betore them, which ye lee not immediately, So here;| 


rain chat is til drawn before lore Truths, and cheretore even a 


thee: yer Nathan, though a Propher, was miſtaken, and in an 


]Error: for" the ſame night, che Lord appeared co him, ard cold. 
| that this Work was reterved tor another, not for David. . Pofli- 
bly cherefare a good man may miſtake, even in ther hings of God, 


andto be in the dark. 


| | 1e dark ;, Dividing times, are dark times z and 
poilibly a, great diviſion, and diſlertion, may fal amongſt good 


ime, So'grear aud ſharp a diviſion fel berween Parl, and Bar-} 
nabas, that they foriock one another | 


. 1 read ct rwo good men: 


good man may be much miſtaken, The Lord bath bid this thine | 
from me, taid Eliſha. And when David cold Nathan that u| 
| was in tus heart to build an Houle unto God ; Go ( ſaid Nathan 
1Trohiun and do all that zs in thine heart; for the Lord is with 
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| Itagoodinan may be engaped in fome diviſion, ard diffencion ; | 
-thenhemay befitr che dark ;. Dividin | 
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IC whom Epipbanius makes mention of). that. were| SS | | 
| tellow-Sufferers for the Chriſtian Faith 3 and being | £x4v81c ay me turuuos 


{chere fel ſo great a difference berween them, thac 


F, - 


R «tha " 0 d . 
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condemned, and ſent to work 1n the Merttal Mines, 


they drew a partition wal between chem inthe Mine, 
and would not hold communion each with other, 1 
the Service of Chrifb, for whick they both {uffered. 
Cyprian doth impute the great Sufferings, and Per- 
ſecutions of the Pcimicive Times, unto the diſcord, 


fratribus bec mala fi in unuun fraternitas efſet ani- 


eween Chryſoſtom, and Epiphanins ; and of tit 


Aialey, and Hooper. In Lethers time, the Conreft; M:1c. Adam. 


that though they met rogether with divers Prin-! 


thren tighc, and4cuffle one with another, who wil | 15. 494- 
not (ay they are in the dark ? | Fd 

A good man may be under ſome Dzſertion. God may with- 
draw from him, and when God wi. hdraws, then he 1s 1n the dark. 
Deſertion Time, 15a dark Time; and tuch a Cloud as this, ma 
goover the heads of che beſt. Surely cheretore ic 15 pollible, .chac 
avery good man may be much m the dark. | 

And if a good man may be under ſome Tempration, and Sin, 
then he may be 1m the dark : Temprarion.cime, is a dark time. 
Whena man cannor ſee his own hand, though he lift ic up before 
his Eyes, then he 15 in the dark indeed. Now poſlibly, a gocd man 
may ben ſuch a Tempration, that he fhal not be able co ſee the 
lifring up of his own hand mn prayer, ſaying, I goto prayer, bur 
I cannot pray at al 3 and that which I do perform, 1t 15 no Duty. 
Somrimes it 1s ſo with him, that he cannot read his own Graces, nor 
ſee them. Though che Fit lie playing upon che Water, and you 
may ſee them 1na fair Sun-thine 3 yerina ſtorm, or night, ye ſee 


though when the Light of Gods Countenance doth ſhine. upon the 
| Soul, he 1sthen able co ſee, and read his own Graces yer if it bea 


pn EIT 


them nor, though they be in the Pond, or River ſtil. So here, | 


E ſtorm, 


and difſention of Brethren : Imoworo nec veniſſent . Ext. 4- Lib. 4. 


—_ - n . v . BoÞ ADR . $554 
mata, faith he. Ye have heard of he difference be- | -Cupio ex ha vita mig-are 
ut liberarer' ab immanibus er 


| implacabilibus odiis Theolo-[ 
berween Ferom, and Reaffinus ; and of chat, berween ' gorum. Melanch. St:i 


was 1o hot, and preat, and violent between him with | , Er vidi mare vitreum mixtiim 


his Party and Z:11olins,Oecolaimpadiusand others, | 1ghi. Apoc. 15. 2. 
rk Hos "IP ? ?\ © Quid autem aliud jgnis de- 


et” wag : figner, a:que fervemes lires et | 
ces for Recoricilacion, and chey didat thar Meeting: clara Kiuhates odiie | 


| draw up {ſeveral Atticles of Faich, wherein they | 5gnem veni miſſurus in rerram 
did all agree, and whererto they did all ſubſcribe ; !-inquit- Chriftus, &c, Hujuſ- 
yer Luther wouldnor cal the Calvinifts, Brethren, | Modi ignis. vagatur per coram 
t And in theſe Daics of ours, what ſcuffling 1s there” 
berween Brethren , fighting one with another ? ga ec reliquis dum reſtinguere 
Why? bur becauſe they are mthe dark? If Bre- nituntur. -Brightm. in Apoc. | 


Reformatam Eccleham que 
vel abfumit-plurimos vel mole- 
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ſtorm, or che night of Temprarion, he cannot ſee chem ; Why 7 
| not becauſe chey are nor in his hearr, & life as beforg ; but becauſe 
ne is inthe dark. Poflibly therefore, a good man may be in the 
| dark, upona dark ground, and 1n a dark condition, That's the 
firſt thing. . | | ; 


Secondly : Though a good man may be- inthe dark z yer hej 
hach Scripture-Light co walk by 3 God hach nor left him com- 
fortlels, and withour Lighr, inoblcure darknels,as the wicked are ; |. 
bur he hach Lighe within him, and thac prear Light of the wriccen |. 
Ward without, whereunto ye do well that ye take beed, (ſaith the] 
| Apoſtle) as uncoa light ſhining in adatk place. This Scriprure- 
Light he hath alwates by him ; To theLaw,and to the Teftimomnees, 
faith the Prophet 1ſaza7, chap.8. if they tpeak not according to this 
| word,ic is becauie there 1sno Light in them : *isa dark time, winch 
-che Propher ſpeaks of 3 For many ſhal ſtumble, and fal, and be 
broken,and be ſnared, and be taken, verie 15... The Lordhideth bzs.. © 
face from the bouje of Jacob, verte 17. Behold I, andthe Chil- 
dren wbon the Lord b#:þ given me, are for fiens andwonders in 
| Iſrael, verſe 18. And they ſhall look unto the Earth, and behold 
trouble, and darkneſs, dinnefs of anguiſh, and they ſhall be dri-|- 
ven to darkneſs, verle 22. yer in this time they: havethe Law, and}. 
the Teſtimony, that preac Scripture-Light to walk by. 
Bt hawe not even wicked men, this Light alſo,of the $ eripture, | 
to walk by in their darkneſs 8 ; Fe 


\ They have ir as a blind man hath the Sun : The Sun is in the} - 
Firmamenr, over the head of a blind man, yer irs no light co him. | - 
So here. :. 

And though a wicked man-doth hear, and may read the Scrip<|-- 
cure, and know many Truths which are therein centained ; yer | 
be do:h not know the greatneſs of them :..Ar man may know, and 
lay, this-is the Sun, and this 15 the light thereof; yer nor know the 
greatneſs of the Sun, S thay 1t 1s abundanely bigger than the Earth, 
 So.a wicked man may, and dorh know many-Truths, bur he doth/. 
| net ſee, and know the greatneſs of *Fruths ; for he prizeth other| 

4 things of the World above them. . A good man knows the Truths} 
|] ofthe Goſpel, andhe fees che greatuels of them,. tor he leaves all} 
Has | to follow chem. | ie | FIOny. 

if of hy { Andthough-a wicked man may have his Eyes o- 
4 . Duplex eſt eognicio rei dif- | pen; ro ſee many Truths of the Scriptures ; Fer in 
E {- Mga roi Nope teeing he doth nor lee the ſame.: for asa good man 
+ _—_— "3 fk incviriza;ct j]- | Pay know Natural things 1n aSpuitual way, ſo he] - 
| a quames re preſenti;ext-ſenſu | doth know Spiritual things in a..Natural way. Aj x 
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|rhe knowleds of ir., Why ? Becaule. 
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Jture-Light. ? 


Yes, in ſomethings : But though his Eyes be held, ic is only 
{quo ad bee , as tothis, or that Truth in particular. When he 1s; 
|converted, and brought home co God, then are hiseyes laid to be” 
| opened, then is he anointed with the Undtion of the Holy One, 


+ggrs eyes, though open, were held irom feeing che Fountain of 
_ | Waterthar was by her, when {ke {a1d, I will not ſee the death of 
my Child.z ſo a good mans eyes may be. open, yer they may be 
held qo ad hoc, as to this, or that Truch, or way ; bur though 
| they be held, yet 1 lay © 13 but quo gd hoc, not in regard of 
all. , Wo | 
. Though a geod mans eyes may be held from ſome part of this 
[Scrip:gre- Light ; yet 1f he be 1a health, and nor under ſome 
Temptation, and Spiritual {ickneſs, he doth not fhut his own Eyes: 
againſt any Scriprure-Lighte. A ſick man wilnot endure the ope- 
ning of the Window, or Catemear : but ifa man be inhealch, Ser 
\open the Window ( faith he) that light may come in, though 
ſome fmoak do come mn withal ; Ple venture, and hazard the 
Amoak, for light 1 muſt have, and T cannor be without ir, $6, it: 
a man be in health for his toul, he cal: for che opeming of the Win- 
dows : poſlibly ſome Errors, and S:noak, may come m with 
Lighc avd Truth ; yet tec the Windows open, faith he: But if 
ſickly, and weak, he1s fo afraid of Errors, azd Smoak, that he 
\gdares not endure the means of further L1ghc, bur even turns his 
back, and fhuts his Eyes apainſt ſome Scripture-Light ; -buc a 
.good may win health, doth nor fo. = | 
* Though a good mans Eyes, may beheld from ſome Scriprure- 
! Lrghi, and Truch, wſomuchas he may be in the darkne.s of fome 
; ignorance, yet he knows more than he is able toucter, and be 


cm 


| and doth know al things neceflary unto his Salvation : yer as Ha: | 


| "But may not '« good mans Eyes, be beld from this $crip-| 
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| fcels more than he can ſpeak: + A-knowing, -learned man, jt may 
be,car-utter more of the Scripture, than-he feels; bur a good 
man, feels more than he can uccer, . * 

And though lowe Scripcure Truths, may be hidden from” him 
ſomrimes ; yer he hath lus intervals of lighe, As with a-man in: 
ravel; When he comes upon luch, or fuch an Hill, or Mountain, 
he {ces the Sceeples, and Pinacles of the Town, which he is going 
oz then he comes lntoa Valley; and he loſerh the 1ighc ot them 
again 3 then he comes again to another Hills, and then he tees 
thei again. ..SO 11 our Journey, or 'cravel to Heaven ; we lee 
{uch and fuch Truchs co day, then we come jncoa Valley, and we 
loſe the {ight-of them ; th-n God raites our hearcs agarn, andwe lee 
them again. Thus che Saints have cheir intervals of {ighe. 

And though a good man may bein the dark, yer God doth not 
leavehim io: as 1t 81inthe darkneis uf Feg rs, 10.11 al other dark- 
nels. Matth. 28. ye read that when Chriſt role fiom the dead, 
the ſtone was«rowled away from the Sepulchre, and they- that 
were about it, were in great fear :- There were keepers of the Se- 
pulchre, whom the Jews had {ec Fo watch the ſame; and there 
were the Godly women, waiting tor the Relurredtion: both were 
14 fear, and mn preat fear : Bur-che Angel appears to*Mary,-and 
the good women, (aying, Fear not ye z ye icek Jeſus; heisriſen; 
he ts not.here,. fear. nor ye : - hedid no: ſay to to the wicked Sol- 
diers, chac kept, and.warched the Sepulchre ; they feared, 'and he 
left them 1n their tears, and 1n therr dark Condit ion * but the good 
| women teared, and were lna dark Condition ; but the Lord did 
| not leave them m1, but gave chem Scripture-Light to contforr 
them:z he 1s riſen, as-be ſaid, So that a good man may be 11 the 
dark, yer God will not leave him in his Darknets ; but even then 
he hath a Light, anda ture Light co walk by, Andchat's the Se- 
cond thing, | 
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Thirdly :* This Scriprure-Lighr, is the moſt excellent, ſafe, and 
ſure Light: Ir isthe Light of Lights the moſt excellent Lighc 
 ofal, under God in Chritt, For, - | 
Ic is a true Light. There are many falſe Lights in che World ; 
bur Scriptyre Light is the crue Eight.” - The proper woik of Lighr, 
is co-make maniteft 3 - They will not cometo the Light: ( faith our 
Savior ) leſt their deeds be made manijeft. - Now the Light of the 
Scripture, doth maniteft ching: uno us'; it is '( by Fames ) com- 
| pared toa Lookingeglais. - When ye look upon a Looking-olafls, 
yelce three thingsz the Glaſs, your felf, andalche other things, 
| Perfons, Stools, or P:Ctures; rhar are inthe Room. - So 1n looking 
11n theSctipture, this great Looking-plaſs, ye tee the Truths thar 
are there contamed, concerning Ged, and Chrift ;3- there is God | 
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| een eſpecially, and Chriſt feen ; thereallo you fee your ſelf, and 
your own dirty face ; there allo you tee the Creatures that are 1m 


under Chriſt, char 1s crue Light indeed. 

«As ir-15a true Lighr, fo 1r 1s ari admirable,and wonderful Liphe 
| for thete are che wonde: ful chings of Gods Law: whereupon Dy- 
vid prayed, Open thou mane eyes, that I may ſee the wonderful 


marvelous Light; and che moreye look into che Scctprture, and 


ye know, the leſs ye admire 3 "Amor not?, admiratio 1gnots :; but 


j own Iguorance, and at, Gods Grace, It 15 a molt admirable 
Lighc, | 

1 As it 1s an admirable Lighr, fo ic 1s a ſafe, and a ſure 
Ligh:. Other talte Lighes, do lead men into Fens, and Bogs ; bur 
we have a more ſure, and ſafe Lipht 3. and che more of ic fals u>on 
your Eye, the more 15 your Eye preſerved: *ITis notio with out= 
ward Lights; Vehemens ſenſubile deſt1uit ſeuſorium : Your Eye 
isable ro bear a moderate Light 3 bur if the Light be vehement, 
your ſence is not able to bear it, buc is deftroyed by it : not to 
with this Scripture- Light, the ſtronger, ard more vehement it is, 
the more 1t doth pertect the Eye f your Soul; ics not deſtru- 
ive; bur its pertective Light, Upon which accounr, Arſtin 


nec fallere poſſuum nec falli 5 O Lord (laid he) ler thy Holy Scrip< 


ceived. Thus is thar fafe, and {ure Light indeed. a 
Lighr. Light 1s pleaſant to the Eye, and the Eye ordmarily is not 
roreft : for when a man knows what thal be his Portion for ever, 
then his heart is at reſ{f, and not before. Nouw it 1sohly the Scripe 
ture, and the Light thereof, which under Chriſt, doth diſcover,and 
maritfeft char unto men ; Stand in theold, und good way (faith 


» 


way : - 1f a-man Once.depart from the Scripture, he runs from one 


This'is chat fartsby ing Light, which doth bring untoreft, = 
As 1t 15 a plea{ant, ſatis*y1ng Light 3 fo it 1s a ful, and ſuſſicient 


Law of the Lord zs perfet#, Plal. 19. and ic makes perfect , elit 
| | 1c were no Rule of Life: tor as Auſtin tpeaks, the Regula muſt 


VERY a 


che room wich y ou, and their emprinels, the emprineſs of men, 
and of al comforts, and Relations. © This is that manitefting Liphe |: 


things of thy Lav: There is the Light of Chriſt, who 1s called a” 
know, the more ye wilad:nire: In o:h:r Knowledges, the more” 


mM Scripture Knawiedp, the more Light ye hare, and the more ye 
know, the more you wil lift up your hands, and admire at your 


prayed to God, Sint ſacre Scripture tte delicie mee in quibus | 
cures be my delights, by which, 1 can neither deceive, nor be de | 


As it is a fate, and {ure Light ; fo it is a pleaſant, and ſatisfying | 


Light, able romake the man of God pertect umo Salvation : The 


— — 


{arisfied with :ecing 3 bur this is chat hight which doth bring men | 


the Propher ) and ye ſhall find reſt. That way, is this Scriprurs| 


Error to another, and ne refts not ; but here 3s reſt to be found. | 
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re- Light the moſt ſure Lipht,, . \\ 
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14. Scriptu 
| | be Regnylato ſuo adeqirata. Surely therefore it is ſufficient, to 
, adminifter help unto al Conduions : .Its a Lanthorn co our teer.; |» 
whatever ground our feet are oh, or in What dark place foever, 
this Lighccan find chem our. What {tate can you be in, bur the 
| Scripture wil find a Commandement for your Rule, and a Pro- 
mile for your aſliftance and reward: Ir able co regch unto al con- 
dictons; foric 15a ful, and ſufficient Light. 

6. As it isa ful, and fuſhcienc, Light 3 1o it 15a cler Light, a Light 
chat ſhinech ; it hath vo Thief in 1, as many Lighcs, and Candles 
have z not chat there are no hard things therein, and difficulties; 
| pPagimur aper- | Where 1s.che man that ever Was able to untie al the knots and 
. | is. exercentr djfficulcies of Scripture ? Pauls Epiſtles have their hard things to | | 
obſcuris, illic . ; | 
{fames pelicur ÞE underſtood, even in the Eyes of Peter, Epiſt. 2. Chap. 3. 
| hic faſtidium. | Verſe 16. Y er what Truth 1s 10 all che Scripture, which is nece(- 
Auſin. {ary co Salvation, but doth lie plain and.cleer ? For.thjs Comman- 
dement which I command thee ibs day, is not hidden from thee, 
| neither is it afar off : It #s not in Heaven, ©'c. Nor zs it beyond 
the Sea,4&c. But the Word zs very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
{and in thy þeart, that thou mayeſt doit, Deut. 3o. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
Ram. xo. .6. &c. Unto you it z5 given (laith Chriſt ro his Diici- 
les) to know the myſteries,of the Kingdom. .1f the Goſp:l be 
ba, it is bid unto them that periſh ; bnt ve have the mind of 
Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2.16. Surely theretore-chis Light is a cleer, and 
a thiping Light. | 

As ic 1s a cleer Light, ſo ic isthebeſt Light.in the World, the 
moſt excellent Lighr, a Light beyond al other things which do 
pretend ro Lighr, Seven or eight things there are,.1n theſe Times, 
which men ducry up as great Lights, whereby many do profels to 
walk : Andthole are, 1. Reveletions, or Viſions. 2. Dreams. 
3. Impreſſions made upon the heart, wich, or without a Word. 
4. Experience. 5. The Lawand Light within. 6. Providence, 
7. Reaſon. 8. Judicial Aſtrology. Bur now if you compare! 
theſe Lights with Scriprurce Light, yeſhal find,thar chis is that on- 
ly Light, which oth exceed them al; and that chere 15 no more 
Light in them, than what they do borrow from ir. 


Queſt. | herein doth this Scripture-Light exceed, or go beyoud Re- 
\welations, or Viſions, and the Light thereof £ 


- ry Inſtance ]. -Th's Scripture-Light, as you have ſeen, is a ful Light, a Light 
| Anjw.'t. which &id thine forth ar once, in, and byJejſus Chriſt. Revelati- 

| _ . onsand Viions, are more particular ; rhouph God did tfomtimes 

ſpeak in chat way and matiner, yet chen he ſpake drop by drop, 
[eattatim; but now he hath in thele laſt dates, ſpoken his tul mind 
vy his Son : Theſe were bur as the Apples winch did fal from the 
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Tree of Wiidom 3 bur in the Goſpel, and Scripture, ye have f 
the whol Tree t: (elf : Look therefore whar difference there is be- 
eween the Tree, and {ome particular Apple that doth fal-trom ir, - 
fo preat a difference there is berween this, avd thoſe. | 
| Scripiure-Light, is the Ingheſt Lighe 3 Scripture Diſpenfarion, ; # 
che higheſt Piſpenſacton:: The Difpenfarion of Vilions, and Re- 
velations, was of a lower rank, When the People of God were in 
their Latancy, they were led much by Viftzons, and Revelations; 
tha: being a Ditpenſarionwhichelid moſt {uit with an Infant ſtate. 
LAQd what 15 the reaſon thatſo many Chriſtians now, do delire Yi- | 
fions, and Revelations, bur becautethey are weak, and. upon the 
'recurn tothe Law again ? The ftronger any Chriſtian ts, themore' 
he doch walk by Faith 3-and che more he doth live by Faith, the 
more he doth chuſe to walk by the Scripture; che wriccen Word | 
of (0d, the Object of Fauh. ?Tis recorded of Luther, Thar 
when he had taſted, and prayed a whol day, and then hada Viſion 
| of Chrift, he cried out; and ſaid, Avoid, avoid, thou confounded | 
Devil, I know no Picture of Chriſt, bur the Scripture. Therein 
1 Chriſt lively pictured, deſcribed, and {er forth before our Eyes : | | 
Tis not fo in Revelations, and Vitfions. j 
This Scripture-Light, 45 a more ſure, and certain Light : For "3 
: if God ſhould now ſpeak unto you by Viſtons,or Viſional Revela- 
tions, how wou'd you know that this were the Voyce of God.,l - 
and not adeluſion of Satan? Would ye know it 5 
bythe Truth that 1s fpoken? how do ye know the | 
Truch, but by Scriprure ? And whodoth not knoiy | Diramus /piereres quoniam| 
that the Devil wiltpeak an hundred Truths, that he: 'non e& humanicus regula ge-| 
may crowd in one Lye amongſt them ? Or would neralis, vel ars dabilis ad diſ-l 
yeknow thar it is a true Revelation, and not an illu- | cernendum._lemper « infalllbt<|, 
Hon, by the high things thar ſhould be revealed ? | mor gas IE a et quz falſe | 
What greacer, higher things, chan the things of the | ".Gerform Tin. ds fie. 
p Goſpel? cheſe are the myſtery ofthe Kingdom, cal- | Rione verarum et filfar. viſo- 
43 led che deep things of God 3. and faies the Apoſtle ' num. Tom, 3. 175, 176, 
| Paul, 1 fear, left by any means, as the Serpent be- . &c. 2, 
guiled Eve through bis ſubrilty , ſo your minds | | 
| ſhould be corrupted from the frmplicity that 3s in 
Chriſt, And how did Saran beguileEre, bur by 
perſwading her to high things, char the ſhould be} 
like co God ? . And thus I fear, many are beguiled e- | 
venar this day amongft us. - Or would ye know a | ; 
{Revelation ot Gods jrom the deluſion of Satan by the; , ; 
event, 1n that ſome futurerhing 1s revealed co you;] - —_— 
which: doth fal- out accordingly? then read what | 
the Lord fates in Dezwt. 13. 1. If there ariſe among | 
| 30x, a-Prophet, or a Dreamer. of Dreams, and, 
_ Eero —_ _—_— | giveth; 4 
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Sandi autem viri inter illuſa- 
ones 3tque Revelationes ipſas 
vilionum voces aut imagines 
quodam intimo ſapore diſcer- 
| nunt ut ſcien vel quid a bono 
ſpiriru percipiant vel quid ab 
illuſore patiantur nam f erga 
hzc mens caura non fueric per 


deceptorem ſpiritum multis ſe 


| yanicatibus immergirt, qui non- 


nunq"am ſolct mulra. predicere, 


! giveth thee a. ſign, or a wonder, and the ſign or 


— 


. wonder come to paſs, ſaying, Let us go ſerve other 
i Gods, which thou baſt not kn»wn. Verie 2. T hou 
ſhalt not bearken to the words of that Prophet , for 
the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye | 
[love th: Lord your God. God may luffer a Reve- 
lation co:come to pals, and yet wu may nor be from 
the Lord, but to prove you, wherher you love him, 
aud wil cleave unto him. Or wil ye know a true 


RD SR 


ut ad extremum valcat animam { 


ex un3 tallirare laqueare, 
Gregor. Dialo. Lid; 4: 


Swenckfeldiani ſunt ter miſe- 
ri, nec ſe nec alios intelligunt, 
non ſe que non intelligunt ſe 
dicere pugnantia non alios id- 
que non tam naturali ſua tardi- 
tate ingeniorum quam £co quod 
renenrur irretiti ſuis quibuſdam 


{know that thing was of God? Then what an un- 


_——_— 


Tone tittle of the Word ſhall paſs: che leaſt apex, and 


Reveclution, from a Deluizon, by your Taft, per ſapo- 
rem , which 1s ſaid tobe che way whereby they did 


| certainty wil here be, that your whol Salvation inal 
hang upon, and be ruled by your own Taft. Bur 
now the written Word of the Locd is certain, ture, 
and ftediaſt ; Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs, bt not | 


riccle of ic, 1s more eſtabliſhed than che Mountains. 


There 1s no danper in tending upon, and raking 
heedro this Scriprue-Light. 1. But if men dv ac- 
tendto Revelations, and Viſions, how eatily may 
| they be drawn co deipiie the Scripture, and tuch as 
do wait thereon. There were a. Generation of men 
in Lutvers dates, that pretended wnto great Dilco- | 
veries, and Revelations 3 men of great Parts, and of 
high Lavguzge z minloinuch as Bruchoicerys faies of 
them, T hat they neicker underſtood themtelves, 
nor others; nor others them ; but were alwaies 
{ſpeaking of Revelations, Viſions, Deifications, &c. 
As for other men that kept clole co the Script, 
they called chem. Vecabulitts, Liceraliſts, Gram- 
matifts, arid Creaturiſts. And fo now it wil be ab 


ratem , 


rerioris et ſpiritualis, &c, 


pag. 269, 2709. 


enthuſtaſticis laqueis unde ſe ex- 
tricari furmam putant imp'e- 
dementabant mulros 
| magnitecis iltis verbis qua ſem- 
per illis in ore Iluminatio, Res 
yelatio, Deificatio hominis in- 


Scultct, Anuil. an, 1525, | 1wading the People to attend unto Revelation ? 


{o, if men once do attend, and take heed unto Vifi- 
ons, they wileafily deſpiſe the Scriptures, and ſuch 
as do take heed thereto. Yea, 2. And if men do 
attend tothele Viſions, and Revelacions, how eaſily 
may they be drawn into Popery, and Superſtition ? 
How did *Mahomet let up his Alcoran, bur by per- 


And how did the Papiſts fo much prevail upon 
the Nations of the World, but by their V iſzens, and 
Revelations? Search the Stories,and you hal tind, 
that both the Turkiſh Alcoran, and the Popith Re- 
lipion, had their Foundations here : And it Luther 


| 


had. 
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Revelations; or Vifons. 


<—— < @R—_ au 


f | | AETY > . thi ry 44 * 49+ yi? . ..Y . 
. eo < ; W | 


--|had hearkened to Revelations and: Vitons, and not kepr cloſe to | 


the Scripture, what had become. of his Retorimacion 2 Nay, but 
faies te, Puction fect,cum Domino Deo meo, Ge. :Lhave made a 
Covenant with the Lord my God;char he may notiend ime Vitions, 
or Dreams, or Angels 3: Gontenius enimſuarn hoc dono, qued ha- 
beam Scripturam.: 1amconcent with this Gitr, That I have. the 
Scripture , which, .doth abundanrly teach, and-{upply al thole 
chings char are neceſrary-torchis Lite, and-tor che turure. © Yea, 
If a man doonce come coattend, and rake heed unto Vitions, 
and Revelarions, how ealily may he flide,and deparc into Atheiſm ? | 
for whar.difference 1s chere berween an Acheit, or-a.Pagan Infidel, 
anda Chriftuan, but only chis, Thacche Chriſtian is tor che Scrips 


| Scripture framine,, and chere wil be ictle difference between me, 
obs,the more his heart aBd-hands wil be looſed from the Scripture. 


TY | Surely thcretore, there.1s a danger 11this > -burScripewe-Light, ts 
: by luregand a late Ligat, | j | ny 


Why but ( youwilfay.) may not Godſpeakbyextrgordin ary | 
Viſuans, and Fevelations, in theſe daies of ours 2 


may {peak 10 what way he pleate, | If God wil, he may lay © 2 


mat,as he iaid to Abrabanz.Goand offer up thy Son, Iſaac to me: 
' | Bur 15 not that Commandement, T bor ſbalt not ka, -a more ſure, | 

[and certam Rule for me to walk by ? 
man as .he.oncelaid to Hoſea. Go and take thee a Wife of Forni- 
 |cationz :. Bur 1snor chat Commandement, Thor ſhalt not commit 


 |by? Whar Godmay do, I wil noc dilpuce : he may thus ſpeak 

to men, if 1; pleaſe him; yea, and if we may give. credit unto 
known Hiſtories, the Lord hach ſpoken in this way ſomcimes, to| 
{ome of his Servants ſince the Apoſtles Time. Cyprian tels my 
| of Four Revelations, which the 


aid an Jnidel. Burnos the mare. a maii doth attend unto, V.itt- |. 


Yes,:. without al doubr.he may : «God is not to be limited, he 


God may, ithe wil, fay toa | 


Adultery, amore fure, and certain Word and Rule, for me to walk | 


Lord gave hum, before that Perſe-| 


k 


cuce, and doth. adizere tO that, che other nor? [Take away the | 


 cution did come upon them. Mr. Fox. in the Book of Martyrs, 
tels us of many Vuiions, which one Gallys a. French Marcyrhad.; 
and of one which Mr. PbiJpot had, Scultetys allo, 
| War in Germany whulſt he lived. Yet there is a creat deal of dif- 


{ on. Poſlibly chen, the Lord may ſpeak in lucha way as this' 15, tQ 


ML AL 191 and Sleident 
|£cels us, that God didreveal tro Luther, That there ſhould be no| 


ference berweeir Faith 1n the Promile, anda Vi lon, or Revelaci= 


| 


{ome of his Servants. Bur now ( that you may.have a Boundary 
an this Mactes.) 


| Though God may thus ſpeak 7 ſome of; his. Servants, yer if 1 


have 


_ 


| 
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have an itching deſire after Viſions, and Revelations, ic's ill : The: 
Lord may work a Miracle,. and being wrought, Iam bound to re- 
ceivett 3 burT may not-pur God upon the. working of a Miracle. 
So here ; if God wil {peak in thisway to me, he may ; bur I may 
.|-not pur him on it ' without Tempting of kim; yea, I am to be 
ſo far from deſiring God to-fpeak in this way ofa Viſion, as Iam 
Revela-iones POWNA rather to be backward cont, - Foras Alvareg obierves wel, 
caute recipizn- If a Maſter beabroad 1n the mighe, and the Servant be backward to. 
$ coat row open the door unto him, andco lec him 1n, left ſome Thiet ſhould 
li de diſcrerio-, COUmterfe'r his Voyce; the Maſter wil not take it 1] at che Ser- 
gael .vants h:ids, that he mide him Ray fo Jong betore he did open 
©-0 £2:- the door, but will rarher-commcnd chat Servant, $0 faith he 
{Though a man be batward to receive theſe Re- 
Cu 2 velations 3., yet knowing what Deceit there 1s 
Me Imonl whnideirdiny" fo abroad inthe World, God wil not take it ill at his 
Chriftom dice:et ego fam | bands, but will commend him for it. An uching 
- 4 Chriſtus perſonaliter te viſitans { dejire atcer V1fons, argues thaca man 15 NOT content 
" qui dignus es, confeltim clauſit | with che Scripture 3 and 1s 1t not enough for us to ſee | 
oculos utraqve manu vociie- | Chit jn Heaven? Gerjom tels us of an Aktient 
rans, nolo hic Chriſtum videre [54> who ( when the Devil-:did appear-to- him 
| ſatis et ipſum in gloria fi vi-.|7 © 0 | : £% | 
eres: -..,--- | [11 tc thape and Inage of Chrift, taying, I am 
Gerſom. de probatione ſpiri- | come in perſ21 co vilit thee, for thou art worthy )- 
tuum, EE ___Jdid with both his hands, ſhur his Eyes, ſaying, Nolo 
iÞic Chriſtum videre,l wil not fee-Chriit here, cis e» 
| nough for me thar I may lee him in Heaven. 
Though God may poſſibly ipeak in this way to ſome of his'Ser- 
vants, yet tt the Revelarion be contrary to, or diverſe from the 
"Scripture, it 15 na0t Gods, bur che-Devils ; tor faies the Apoſtle, 
' T hough we, or an. Angehfrom Heaven, do preach any other Go 
ſpel to you, than that which we have preached unto you, let hbim\ 
be accurſed, Gal. i. 8, which he repeats again; and therefore good 
for us ro mark again: I ſay now again, If any man preach any o-| © 
ther Gofpel unto you, than.that which ye have received, -let him be} - © 
accurfed, verle'g. :-:. , we | 
Yea,;. Though the Revelation, or:Viſion, * be nor contrary to 
-the Scripture 3. yer if 1t be broughr-co cry, or confirm che Doctrine | - 
| | of the Goſpel, ir 1s not the'Lorts; . for the Doctrine of the Gol- }- 
_pel is confirmed already, and chat {uiticiently... - Heb. 2.4. weread 
indeed, That when-Peter was at firft ropo and-open a.door to che. 
| Gentiles, then the.Lord did appear to him in.-way of. a Viſions | - - 
outafter thac Truch was confirmed, :That the- Gemiles ſhould be | 
-jcalled, then God appeared no more by Vifion for tie confirmatt- 
on thereof. Now the Doctrwpes of -che Goſpel, are al confirned 
by Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore if any 
man have a Revelation to try, or confirm any Goſpel Dotirine, | 
" wr 7151 
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- 12tis a deluſion of Satan, nota Revelation of God. | 


- lisnor righr. Mr. Greenbam (famous tor reſolving Caſes of Con- & 


precended Revela' ion, vua aredeceived aHo, "—_— | 


| have exannvned by rhe Wor?! : for faies the Apoirle, 
| 422 be qccurſed. Surely cherefure, the very Re- j- quarcum izgnum et vericas 3 ef 
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fours; namely, Viſions, and Revelarions, TW: | IE 
Second follo:yech, 14. Thar .of Dreams, and} IG EI: 
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Compared with Revelations, or Viſions. 
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Though God may ſomcimes leada man in extranrdinary wates, | * 4. 
and work by waiesand means extraordinary 3. yet. if a nians hearc 


be drawn off from the ordinary Means, by what is extraordinary, it 


ſcience) being onceasked: Cas his Booktels us ) Whether chere 
might now be Vitions agreeable to the Word ? He ſaid, there 
might be ſuch excraordinary z but (faith he ) wholo is moved 
with them, and not withthe Word, wherewith he is charged robe 
moved, and isnot drawn the more by the Viſton cothe crue means ; 
chat mans Faith is ſuſpitious. And I pray,what is thereaton why | 
the Lord wil not have us to beleeve the Prophet in Dewt. 13. thar 
doth foretel ſuch things as do come to paſs ? The reafon ts, Be- 
cauſe he {eekstocurn you to other gods, whom ye have not known z. 
and becauſe he hach ſpoken to turn you from the Lord your 
God, and from kecpig his Commandements. Do I therefore Wn 
come unto you, and pretend V 1j:ons, and Revelations, that I imay | 
chereby turn a people-from che pood Waies and Ordinances of- "4 
Chrift ? rien lama Deeerver : And it you receive me, .or the - 


—__—__—— 


Though GoC tid iyicel 70 his Peopic of old, by | 7.4; 
Vifions,and Revelations, and thoſe were no abvaigs 
examined by t:E Vil written z yer now the Lord | ER autem monets iſta Spiri- 
{peakerhnatheig co urn tis way, bur vac he will tualis ' Revelationis tarnquam 
| | 227e1 in quinque principaliter 
SF 3044p iy H ] - 
LEG nin a euret Fo? Exeolmanda, fil. in' pondere, | 
frm Heaven, CAC) ANY ONE! 7O- t: in t-xibilitate, in durabilitate, 


If an Angel : 


21, tban wha: { vave preached unto yort , let" in covfiguratione & colore | 


velations are ſocrnetmuÞlthe examiiatos of i}; | Os << eqs Sctipturcas locus 
| > oy ORE”. ok Tg ETY © ye. 3th 10% vbi (47; eC1u 
Word, and Goipel: And theretore if there be z.y | LI6-102 Ubi; conas-- Regina 
EMA : s | ' monte iplritugtis recunditur, | 


it 15a Thuef, anda Robber, an lilufion of Siran, a | par & dcnus d fo opt in fora | 
[Vagrant, and not tenc by God. And 1fthe Zcrap- | fignariove, rr ſuper Scriptions | 
cure be that only Lydius Lapis; that Touck- ſtone, | #Þ Buc tw Regis abque ullaj > 
whereby all our Gold is co be tried 3 char Light, AO OT 7. 
whereby we areto try al our Reyelations, and Viit-| viſor 3 6a - 6 pa Ag} 
ons; then this Scripture-Light, 1s the more excel-| Ou ny Ie 
tent Light in compare With the other. | 
And thus now | have done with the firt Thing , 


| which doth pretend to much Light in thele.dates of j 
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We have alſo a more ſure Ward of Pic hel 
fu, ie, Wwhereunto-ye do*well that-ye take L 
heed, as unto'a Light that latch in 4 : 
dark, place, amtil the day dawn, and the - 
Day-ftar ariſe in your bearts. ... 


Enſtance 
E 20 ins 


'C 


'Somnia ne cu=-> 


|3005@35 for Dreatns and Voyces; the Scripture, or! 


2 the wricten Word of God, is more excellent 
IVE: o than thoſe z and the Light of Scripcure, is the 


+ A's &g belt Light in' compare with any: Light that |. 
(74445 54 may.come from them. --- For, - | 


2 5 99 - Euft: *.In many Dreams thereis-much va- 
, Nity , . Eecleſ. -$+ 7. +1n the'” multitude of 


| res nar f;llunt-** 
lopunts plures- | 


— I 


reams, and many wor das (faith Solomon 
bets are alſo divers vanities ; but fear thou God: I teems then, | 
chacthe tear of God dothnor contift-with thete. . Heres a check. = 
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[ afflict and crouble the mind with tomeTharp impreſlion, then they | 
are of God, Becauje (lates Pilates Waite) Ihave ſuffered many 
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upon our attendance on che!e : Bur ſaies the Apoſtle, Let the 


Divine, from God :- and it's an hard thing to know whether 't-be 
of God, or from Satan. 'Sorhe thmk, chatzt Dreams do greatly | 


[In caſe t be Supernarural : ; 


Word of God dwet in you richly 5; there is no check on that, | | 

Secondly : Dreams are uncertain : Some are Natural; and; 2 
ſome are Supernatural. , It's an hard thing co know whether the Gregor. Moral. 
| Dream be Nacural; or Supernarural. 
| Supernatural Dreams, are either Diabokical, from the Devil: or | 4,594 gravi- þ 


Lib. 3. | 
Somnia Ze 


; ter animos ſom- 
niantum ferie- 
bant; quod di- 


was of God. Bur others think rather, that 1t was from Satan, wl.o 


Mans Redemption. | | 
hefaich to God, T how Jkareft me with Dreams ; yet it was Sa- 


when Satan vexed and skared him with Dreams; he faith to God 


whatever afliftion he: mer with, #t was from Satan, and his Inftru- 
ments : So that the trouble, and ſuffering of the Dream, doth nor 
arguethat it isfrom'God. Ir. 1sa very hard thing ro know whe- 
ther it be of God, or from Stan: And in cafe that the Dream be 
of God, yer it isan hard. chingto know the meaning, and Interpre- 
cation of ic: for Pygraob had a Dreanr; -but al his Magicians 
could nor interpret it 3 that was a work for Foſeph: And to 
though Nebuchadneqzar bad a Dream, and! that:might be ot 
God; yer neither he, wor bis wiſe mien, could tel che Interpretatt® 
on thereof 3 thar was a work for Danze!, the work of a Prophet. 
A wicked man may have a Dream frum God 3 but it requires the 
Spirit of no leis thana Prophet, to give the Inrerprecation thereof. 
Bur now, Are we at ſuch Uncertainties 1n reading the Word ? 
Can none bur a Propher underſtand the Scripture ? . The Priefts 
and Levites gave the Seiice ofthe Word to the People crdinaruly 3 
yer'they wereno Prophers, The Word ot che Lord,'is a Light, 
and Lanthorn uuco al our feer, plain and eaue co be uwnderftood, 
in al choſe things-that are-abtolutely necellary unto our Salva- 
£10N, Rn DS Cs, I ine SIO IS BL9” PO Ty Out 
Queſt. But may not God ſpeak unto us by a Dream now, 
if be will? © es Fer hy os TY 
Wichour doubt he may, if he pleaſe z God is free, But where 


now; 'wherein he hath commanded us to wait upon him-for the 


expectance ot any Mercy ? 
Ee eo hs —9R 


(acknowledging his Providence) Thou skareit me with Dreams 3 | 
and yet I'fay it was Sara) : for he was puc into Satans hand, and | 


do wefind in Scripture, that Dreams are an Ordinarcce of God] 


_And] 


'Um. Gc:rardin 
Ger» Cap. 40. 


would have hindredrhe death of Clift, and To the'great Work af. 
Bur if ye look into Fob, 7: ye thal find that | nirus inſpirara 


vehem:nrer mo- 
vent _ fomnjan- 


Preſſiones valde 
. acres, quale fuit 
; PRAFAONIS , in 
ga? tanta fair 
conſternatio as» 
nimi et 6x]207g 
ur ſentirer efſe 
Divinam 'quan- 
dam admonitio- 
nem. 

Luther in 
Gen. 31, 

Circa cognt- 
tronem humanz 
ment:s duo o- 


porter - conſide- | 


.rare {cil. repre- 
ſenrationem, re- 
rum er. judicium 
de rebus 1cvre- 


ſentatis fi cui | 
flat Divinirus }- 


repreſentatio a- 


Jiquarum rerum |. 
per ſimilitndi- }. - 


nes imaginarias 


[non eſt. rahs]. 
cetiſendus Pro-|. - - 


phera nift ilJu- 
minetur ejus | 
mens ad jugi- 


| candum. 


| 49:47. 22. Q, 


173. Art. 2, 
Anſw. 
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vinitus immiſſ>- | 
rum ſomnicrum |! 

: og 8 od. | Sg IE © 4... + eſt quaſi propri- 
things this night m a Dream”. ang this Dream of hers (tay they) heneLot þ 


y 


tan thir did it; for as before, when Saran by his Inſtruments, cook | tem; habent im- | 
all from Fob, he taich, The Eord hath taker away 3 1o here, 
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| And if God ſhould ſpeak to me by a Dream, yet if I make] 
rhat a ſign.of mine own Godlineſs, or of Gods Love to me, then| 
1am I under a deluſion ; for even wicked men haye had their Dreams 
tfrom God, Balaam, and Pharaob, and Nebuchadnegzar, and 
 lothers:  DoTtherefore dream a ſtrange Dream, and conclude that 
cherefore I am in Gods Love, becauſe he chus ſpeaks co me? then 
am I deceived, What wiſe man is there 1n the World, that wil, or 
dare lay, and venture his Soul, and Salvation upon a Dream, or} 
[rhe Interpretation ofic? Bur you may, and wuſt lay, and venture. 
your Souls and Salyation upon.the Scripture. Surely thertore the. 
lighe of Dreams is not to be compared therewith, _ 


——_—_—— 


But ſuppoſe that I have an immediate Voyce; # not that to be 
compared with the Scriptures — (© _ 


Animmediate Voycegfay you ! -Either that immediate Voyce, 
is from Hel, or from Heaven : If ic come from Hel, to report, and | 
certifie you of the Torments thereof, that you may repent of your} 
Sins, then hear what our Savior laith of that, iu compare With the 
Scripture 5 Lake, 16. 31. they have Cloſes, and che Prophets, | 
And if they bear not Moizs, and whe Prophets; nevther will vey} 
be perſwaded though one roſe from ihe dead, And if tl at Voyce| 
which you have, do come fron Heaven 3 thin einer 1t 15 the voyce] 
ot an Angel, or of God himfelf : It xt bs the Voyce of ar Aug ly! 
then {ee what che Apoſtle ſaith of that w compare with che Word: 
and Scripture, Gal. i. 8. T horgh ve, or an Jirgel fron Heaven, 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that mh weave prea= 
ched unto you, let bim be accur(ed :; And his ts chat Golpel| 
which we have now written this byuok of tne Galatians, And 
ifthe Voyce which you ave, do coiue trons £:09 hinſelf, rhen ſee] 
whatthe Apoſtle farth here o; that, in cur pare with che Scripture, 
verſe 17. T here came a Vozce :o Chr:jt, from the excellent Glo® | 
ry, ſaying, This is my beloved Son; ad this veyce rich came 
from Heaven, we heard, verie19. And we have aljo a more ſure} 
Word of Prophefie, which xs the written Word, for iaich he, no 
Propheſie of Scriprure, &c. So thar ye lee, this written Word of 
| God, or the $cripeure, 1s beyond al Dreams, and immediate Voy=] 
ces. Ic may be tome wil ſay , But may not God ipeak by an im- 
mediate Voyce toa Soul now ? To-whick 1 antwer ; Whar| 
God may do, is onething 3 and what he doth in the way of a tetled | 
Ordinance, wherein we are to wait on. hun, and expect from him, 
45 another thing : ye_ read in Heb. x. x, 2. thus: God, who at 
| ſundsy mes, and in divers manners, ſpake in- time paſt by the 
 |Propbets, bath in theſe laſt daies, ſpoken by lis Son : In time 

>| paſt, heſpake by Viſions, Dreams, and Voyces. | If there be ſuch 
| Z ; np: 
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apreſcions upon the heart,&%c. 23 © 


an Ordinance ſt}, wherein we are ſti]:co wait on God, why.doth 
the Apoſtle make chis difference berween times paſt, and the pre- | 
ſent crime of che'Son? Nay, ſaies Lytber, but there is ſucha tuſh- oY 
ciency in the Scripture, That though ſome men ſhould have Viti- | 
ons, Dreams, and Voyces, yer the Scripture is ſo ful, that nec. | 
curo, nec defidero, I neither care for, nor deſire them. -I read of a W 7 
certain Woman, a Religious Lady oithe Ermperefles Bed-Cham- | 
ber, whoſe Name was Gregor:a, that being much troubled about | 
her Salvarion, did wrice to Gregory, that ſhe would never ceaſe 
imporcuning him ti] he had ſenc her word that he had recerveda : | 
Revelation from Heaven, that the ſhould be ſaved : -To whom: he 
recurned this Aniwer 3 Rem difficilem poſtulas, et inutilem., | 
| Thou detireit an hard matter, and unproficable z hard forme to J 
obtain, and unpcoficable for thy ſelf ro have. -And ſofay I; Ifany 
| fhonld come rome, deſiring coumplore God for ſuch a Voyce, or-| _ ; 

Dream, or Revelation z I muſt anſwer, Man or Woman, thou] 
defireft an hacd work for me to do, and a thing unprofitable tor thy | 4 
{elfro have. Thou haſt the Scriptures, go ſearch the Scriptures, } | | 
wait thou upon God therein ; for in them are the words of Eter-.: 
nal Life, they are a ſure, and a fate Light, more ſure, ſafe, and | 
certain, than al Revelations, V ihons, Dreams, or immediate Voy-. | 
ces. * And thus I have done wuh the Second Inftance. Eh I 
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As for Impreſſions made upen the Soul, whetherby a particular [ntance| 
Word, or without it; ' the Sctipture, or the written Word of God 
4 is more ſurechan thoſe, and the Light thereof; che beſt, and moſt | 3Z* 
= excellenc Light, in compare wuh the. Light of Impreſſions: 
; T0. | : | 
[ Firſt : Impreſſions ( though good ) are: not eur dayly food. ORD 


| Aqua vite, or ftrong Water, is good ina quothing, fainting fit 3 | 
buc it 15 not good to make 1t our dayly Drink. So here, In caſe 4 | 
the Soul be. 1n.a fainting tir, 1's good: co have the Impreflion of | | 
{ome parcicalar Word, or Scripture. But this-Impretlion 1s not. 
dayly Food ;*the Word of God written, 1s our appointed Food, = 
our dayly Food, whether it come with Impreſtion, or without |. 0 
Impreflion; tis is that. Food, and Hernapge, which. under God, 
we muſt live upon. ' Pſal. 119. 112. 4 
- Secondly : :Ifal that Light and Comfort, which men have:from | 
Impreſſions, be d-rived trom the Word, then the Scripture muſt 
{be more excellent ; ior that which makes excellent, is more excel> |” 
{ lent 5' that wich makes comfortable, is more. comfortable, Bur 
look whatever Ligicand Comfort a man hath from the ſerting on, 
or Impreſſion of a particular Word, is from the Word it ſelf :. For: 
it any Impreifion, have noc the Impreilion, and ſtamp of the. Word 

upon, iis Adulcerate Goyn. ES: , 
"Thirdly : | 
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a > Scripture-LA xt, the 189 /, ure Light, os 
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bs | Jo |. .Thitdly : There,may.be much danger 1a walking, and living by 
7 | Impreſſions, whecheanthy,or withourca Word. "Ggud Peopleare 


| -- -] very apr;and prone to-walk, and live by Impreſſions; but it is a 
_ ÞS _ | dangerous thing {ſo ro do» thereby tome are wuffed up 1n Igno-|- 
| ; = ratice, and l[eck for no orhee.Knowledg in the ſtudy of the. Scrip-| 
| | fire, by coruparing Spiricual Things wich Spiricual : thereby ſame 
b] arealwaies kepr unſecled in chew Spiritual Scare and Condition | 
for if a Word cone, then-chey have Comfort 3 but when none| 
comes, then doth their Comfort fail : ghereby allo tome are mils | 
11d, andcarried from the good Waies of God, and-his Ordinances; 
for I pray, whar is the cealon that ſo many tn thele daies of ours, 
| have departed from the Ordinances of Chrift, bur becaute. they 
= i | took up Truchsby, Ichpreſſivns, Qug:nances of Chrift by Impret | 
| | 1 ſions, and the good Waies of God by Inpreſtions; and fo when. 
| falle Impreflions came, they 7 iwallowed them, and have 
ql { proved Apoſtacesz yea, and how many arethere, who lie tuckin 
| x" che ſweetneſs ofthe Im teſſſon, do loſe the ſweetneſs of that very 
I. | Word which is imprefled: As witha Lamb, or Child that ts {uc- 
| | | kings though the Child tuck che Tear, or Breaſt for a time, yer 
18 [if you draw away the Breaſt, or Tear, and pive ita dry Finger, fo 
| | ES doth ſuckthat. 'Soit is with many 3 tirlt they ſuck the {weernels } 
= |. of ſome particular word thats ſer on the ſoul : . but when the 
_ ; {live, and walk by Inprefſions, what do they then bur ſuck the 
[dry Finger, the very Impreſſion ? and fo do lole the ſweetyels 
"! of the Word it ſelf. But now take the Word of God written, and 
| {there ishoUanper in living, and walking by it 3 ic is our Ducy to 


walk, and co live thereby.” 
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Queſt, But js there no uſe then of Unpreſſionts, with, or without 4 
: Particular Word 2 Is there no Light that doth ſhine through 
| them 2 EN ain ooo = : Ss 
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S: Anſw. 1. | -Yea, much: ,For chey comfort in time of Temptation, De- | 
- |: ſertion, or Afiction : Incaſe a man be in the dark, and God doth 
- | give outTome parcicular Word, ſecting it with power on. his foul, 


: 1c 15 much Comfort tohim. | NY 
1. - 2  Orincaſea man bein ſome ſtreights, not knowing which way to 
F a rake. Two waies may .be before him, both Comforcable, borh 
Wi. 4 |Lawful; yera man is croubled,and would tain gothat way where- 
Bs bu in he may do God moſt Service. Ifaparcicular Word be ſer hp- 
|: -- on his heart, whereby he is enchined one way, rather than another, 
_—— | irmay be ſome guideto him Z 
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A+ | Or in cafe that a man doth ſee his way cleer before him, yet 
© Knows that he ſhal meer with many ditticulries, and much oppoki- 
tion; ifnow God dopiye out a particular Word co him, it will 
1 SE pep ; ſtrengthen 
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"| compared with Impreſtions upon the heart,goe. 25 
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ſtreapehien his hearr, and hands myych,, as in that caſe of-Foſhzea, 
Chap. 1. | TEES 
| But though God do ſpeak much by Ttpreſfions fomtimes, 
1 there is much Light and Comfort; riteth-in che. Soul by chem ; 
Let, - | | 
It I do make an Impreftion the certain Judg of DoArines, chan! ny OF 
am I much deceived. * This is the great Pirviledg of che Scripture, 
ſaith the Proteſtant, againſt the Papiſts, co be che only Judg of 
Doctrues, anJ Controverſies: Indeed God may pleale to open a 
place of gcriprure to the-Soul in the imprinting of it; bur to make 
anImpretiion the certain Judg of a DoErine, 15 without doubt, a | 
great Error : for where do we find that ever God hath appointed. 
an Impreſſion unto this Chair. Yourcad of Mr. Fox, thatblel(= | 
ſed man, who wrote the Book of Martyrs, That he had {o prear, | "oj 
and deep an Impreſſion mad- upon his Soul, concerning the mea. | 
ning of a. Scripture, <that he thought he could not be.deceived there- 
in. Hetels the Story twice z once in the Hiſtory ofthe Ten Per- 
ſecutions of the Primitive Tunes ; and once m'his Commentary 
en Rev. 1 3. The Scripture opened, and ſenſed to him,was verſe 5. | 
of that Chapter 3 And be ſbaltcontinue forty two months : Wri- 7 
ting (ſarh he che Story of the Ten: Perſecutions, I was fo 
much. affected: therewnh , that I even expoſtulated with God, 
| why he would ſuffer his People co ſuffer tuch cruel things ;' and 
why he would not tel his Church, and Servants, When che time. of | 
the end of their trouble ſhould be : whereupon 
(ſaith he) being in this ſad conthict in. my own| © yen live qui reſponſum 
{orl, I heard a Yoyce, faith the Engliſh Retation, | accepic non hic edo, nec opus 
bur che Latm tus 5 Sine Voce tamen 3 only I did | eſt: flutuanti in kunc modum. 
{ not hear a Voyce; but had wehementem cogitationzs | hominis animo multumque (e- 
impreſſionem, avchement impreſſion ofmind, which þ 70m co8rrantt 60 vor wag ror | 
whiſpered thus to me ; -O thor fool, count theſe | ages” LECT a quz 
Months by Sabbaths, as the Weeks of Daniel,- are | arcano quodam AS dtobis | 
counted by Sabbaths ;,, which Ldid ( fates hey with | fibilo velutreſpondens fine vor | 
the help of ſome Godly Merchants, and found: the | ce tamen ar non fine vehementi 
Yeers to be two hundred ninety four, juſt che time | ©28'2tions mo ene/ant 
ofche Ten Perſecitions: doubtlels therefore;this is | 7, nem ens ggeric, pete 
nk | | 9.0112 194. crepat potjus tulte numera hos 
the tirve of the Beaſt, and herein I was: fully ſatisft- . menſes quemadmodum Danicl 
'ed. -Yet -this cannor be che true: meaning of that | nuwerat ſuas hebdomadas per | 
Text, as is confeſſed by a} hands ; for this Beaſt thae | ſeptenarium numerum anno- | 
\- T1zgco continue forry two: Months, doth receive his| 7992 quianni 6 rite ſupputen- | 
Ci Sb _*_ rur faciunt 294. rem ipſam ita 
- Power trom-the Dragon; therefore it 15 not che| | 72clia oſt vera, fimplicique 
time of the Dragon, -but the red Dragon ; that is,| qarratione alodcandun duxi, 
- | the Heathen, Roman Emperor, did perſecute che Deus-mibi teſtis nec mentice 
| Woman, Rev. 12. ſtandivg betore her, tv devour| nec-fingo nee muto quicquars, 
#he man Child, che Seed of the Church, as ſoon as | nec poſtulo ur quisquam 7i]ve 
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-E1ght, the mojt [ure Light 
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rols vpmanNiTwgrors fhidem ad- - 
hibeat nifi velit qui, non velit, | holy man thought, chat chat muſt needs. be the mea- 
ipſe de ſua tripode, adferar.me- 
| ore, mea quidery fey Fert 32” | ration came co him with ſuch an impreſſion. Poſli- 
| | [mortuum efſe necmurum, quor= bly therefore, a good man may be much deceived by 
ſum in Eccleſia Templum | Impreſſions, eſpecially when they come with a par- 
Dei aut in Templo oraculum 
_ propitiatorjo of yo in 
c#lis fit qui in. dubiisScriprurz ; 8 A : 
locsyobl incerpellantium reſ- preſſions ? No, but by the writcen Word of God: 
poandeaty . . Hogg . oo , 
Foxus in Apoc, 13. p. 216. | paring Spiritual things, with Spiritual things, aad 


AY 


<q. 


| That ever God did ſera Word upon the Soul, bur in the true ſenſe 


| Though the Impreſſion be of God, yerif the Application be bet . 
*Lyond the Impreſſion, I am ftilinan Error. There is an Impreſli- 
| on ofa Word, andrhereis.the Application of1t : the Impreſſion 


t and mine ear received a little thereof, fear came upon me, and |\ 


ſhe was delivered, verle, 2,3: Yet this good ad | 


{ning.of the forcy rwo Months, becauſe the Interpre- | - 


cicular- word, "Burt where do we find in al the 
Scripture, That weare to judg of. Doftrines by Im- 


that is che only Rule, whereby we muſt judg, com- | 


one Scriprure with another. . . | 
| Though there may be much comfort found in the. 

way of Impreſſions, eſpecially commg witha word ; 
yer if the word be-not tet upon the heart, according 
rothe true ſenſe and {cope of it, we have cauſe to 
fear that the Impreſſion 1s not of God, but an illuſi- 
on of Satan : For where do we find in Scripture, 


and.icope of ic? The Devil broughca word to Chriſt, and appli- | 
ed ir, not according to the true Scope thereof ; Caſt thy ſelf down 
( faies he) be ſhall give bis Angels charge over thee: this was |- 
not according to the Scope of the Scripture. Bur if- God ſer-ona 
Scripture with a deep Impreſſion, it was alwaies eng the| 
true ſenſe-and ſcope of the Scripture. For example : Nehemiah 

being at Prayer, as ye read, Ghap..1. God gave hima word, with 
a ſweet Impreſſion, and ut was according tothe true ſenſe thereof, 
So Ats,4. the Apoſtles were at Prayer, and Ged gave a word 
to them out of Pſa}. 2. and it was according to the true ſcope 
thereof... Where do we ind that ever God did fer ona particular 
Word, but accordinp to the true meaning of ir? Havel therefore 
an Impreſſion with a Word ?. yer if the Word be nor ſer on my} - 
Soul, according to the true meaning and ſcope of it, then have I 

cauſe rofear, chat it is rather a delution of Satan, than the Impreſ-| 
l1on of God. . . 


may-be Gods, .and the Application may be mine own; + The Lord | 
gave -Abrabama Word, that his Seed fhould be as the Stars; bur | - 
he made a falſe Application chereof, when he went unto Hagar} - 
for the fulftlling of that Word. So the-Lord. gave a Word: to. 
Elipbaz,.Job, 4.12. Now a thing was ſecretly brought to me, 


| tremblang ,. verle 14, Then a Spirit paſſed before my face, it | 
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| compared with the Light and Law within, 27 


[food ſtill, but I cold not diſcern it : then I heard a Voyce, ſaying, 
Shall mortal man be more juſt than God, verle 15. Here wasan 
_ [Impreflion with a Word, and this was from God 5 bur he applies 
|chis co, and againfb Fob, Chap. 5. 1. the Impreſſion was of Gad, 
bur che Application was is own. Potlibly then a man may have 
an Impreſiion from God with a Word, yet the Application may 
be his own ; .but though the Impreſſion be never fo iul, and deep, 
yet if the Application be beyond che Impreſſion, he is ſtil un an! 
|Error. And therefore, ſeeing that it 1san eafte thing, and uſual, 
'even forthe Chilaren of Abraham, to make Application beyoud | 
the Impreſſion, the fateſt, ſureſt way, is ro keep cloſe rothe wric- 
cen Word of God, which 1s both che Judg of al our Doctrines, 
and the only Rule of al our Practices ; and-therefore above, and 
| {beyond al. Impreſſions, wherher with, or without a Word. - And | 
{rhusT have done wuhthe Third Inſtance. E 


— 
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-. As for that Light, and Law of Grace, which is inthe Saints, ']nſtance' 
| the Lighr of the Scripture 1s beyond, and more excellent than| + 
that. For, | KURLS + fe 
. The Light,and Law within us here, is imperfect ; for we ſee bur 
in part, and know in part, 1'Cor. 13. 9. Now we ſee through a| 
Glaſs darkly; And left any man ſhould think} that Paul ſpake| 
this only of ſome Babes tn Chriſt, he ſpeakerh out yer more ex-| 
| preſly, purting himſelf jaro the number, yer.12. Now Tknow in 
part z and this 1nparc, is (et 1h oppoſition to what ispertect ; for 
_ | fates he, verſe g. We know 1n-part, and prophefie in part; but 
\ when that which zs pzrfet# is come, G&'c. verie 10. So that whate- 
ver Law,or Light, or Knowledg 1s within us now, is unperfect ; 
but che. Word of God written, the Scripture, and the Light there- 
_{of, 1sperfect; for fates the Plalnuft, The Lawof the Lord,zs per- 7: | 
|fes, Pal. 19. 5 . 
 TheLaw of Grace within, and the Light within, 4s not able to ITY 
. | convince others. If 1 feela Light, and Law within me, and tay 
this muſt needs be ſo, for I find ic chus within me, I have a Lighc | 
F | within me for it; this wil not convinceanother.. But the Scriprure - | 
| by the breathing of the Spirit of God wich ir, wil comvince another, 
and isableto convince another :.. Tt. 1.9. Holding faſt the faith- b” 
ful Word, that he may be able by ſound Dotrine, both to exbort, | 
and convince gain-ſayers: How are gain-fayers ro be convinced 
then? what by che Light, or Law wichin,? No: .buc by found 
Doctrine ferched from the faithful Ward. | 


? 


Is there then, nouſe of the Law, and Light, and Spirit within| Quelt. 
us £ dothnot God ſpeak, and dirett thereby 2 PETS 
:G.2 | Lea: | 
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Seripture-Light, the moſt ſure Light, | 


| Lord, ſearchingal che-inward rooms of the Belly. When God 
doth ſer up a Light or Candle inthe Soul, he may thereby go in-| 
roal the inward Chambers of the-Soul, diſcovering thole heaps} 

| of fin chat are in the Soul. - | 


bur it doth incline to good, and ſtrongly incline the Soul thereun-f 
to z.therefore.1t 18 calleda Law : not becauſe ic is a Rule $@ us| 
{for the body of death and fin, is called,the Law in your Members) 
bar becauſe of its power aud force to incline the Soul unto whats) - 
g00d. .. 


a k. 


3 


enables hun chereunto, 1c 4s that Principle, upon which al his 
good actions grow, and from whence they ſpring. Alltrue good 

| muſt proceed trom a good Principle; and this Law, and Lighs,} -* 
-and Spirie within, 1s that Prineiple, whereby a. man is enabled un=}: * 

- te what 15g00d: * But, -- F 


 bea Principle of good, yer iris not the Rule of our Goodneſs, or 
Lives, :.:. For, . +. 


then wharneed the Scriprure, or the Word without, any longer ? 


Yea: The Spinitofa man (faith Solomon) is the Candle of the 


fy: | | 
Yea, This inward Law, and Light, doth not only diſcover evil, - 


Yea, -It doth not enly incline-amanunto whit is-good, bur ir] | 


» 


Secondly : Though the Law, and-Liphr, and Spiric within us, | * - 


- 


-If the Law.,. and Light , and Spiric within, . be' onc-Rule;] + : 


Anſw. 1. , 
| 
| 2. 
£ 
41 
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| Bux rhe Scripture, and the Word of God wriccen, is a Rule -ſtil;| 
iris {erled in Heaven, and doth endure -for ever, Pſal. 119. For 


| Paul to Timotby, .1 charge thee, in the fight of God, that thou 
 |-keep this. Commandemeut.until the appearing of .our Lord Feſus 


ever, O Lord, thy. Word is ſetledin Heaven, verſe 89. And faith 


- Chriſt, Epift- 1. Chap..6. Ver. .14. - Timothy -doth not live | 

in per{ori cotheappearing of Chriſt ;- bur-chole that ſucceed him, 
-do, and hal, unco whom this charge is made: : And if ye look-in-/| 
to Chap. 3. ye find chart Paul faith to him ; Theſe things write 
-I to thee, that thou mayeſt know bow thou oughteſt to behave thy 
ſelf in the Houſe of God : yer Timothy had a Lighr, and Law; 
-and Spirit of God wichin him. . So that though-a. man have the 


'Spiric, Light, and Law within him,. he 1s yer co beruled by che 
*Word of God written; . the Scripture, and the Word written, is 


- | "But if the Spirit that 7x in me, be the ſame Spirit with that 
{by the Word without, - or the Scripture any-longer 2 _ 


.-Þ ' Becauſe when the Spirit.comes, . it takes of the-chings of Chriſt;| 
fand opens them to youz-1t 15 {ent to open theScripture to you, 


FRule peace ſhal be upon them. . .. 


'which did write the Scripture, what need I wait on, or be ruled 


ah. 
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yet tobea Rule untu him 3 andas many as walk according <0 this| --- 
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Compared with the Light and Law within, t9 | 


RI 0 n 


| XI DEN 


not.to take away the Scri pture from you z 1t 15 not ſent to be your | 
Rule, bur co be:yout help to widerſtand che Rule. A 
Becauſe, alchough ye have the ſame Spiric which did write the 5h 
Scriprure, 'yer you have nor. the ſame Inſpiration of che Spirit. | 
All Beleevers in Pars ime, had the ſame Spirit that Paul hatl 3 
bur not the {ame Inſpiration of the Spirit 3 char 15 very divers : 
1 Cor: 12.11. the Apoſtle fpeaking of divertities of Gifcs : Byt 
( {ach he) all theſe worketb, that one, and the ſelf ſame Spirit, 
dividing to every one-as it pleaſeth bim. So that though a man 
have che fame Spiric wherewith che Scripture was wricten, yer he 
{may not haveche ſame Inſpiration. - Bur becauſe People under- 
ſtand not this, therefore chey chink char ifchey have the ſame Spi- 
ric, they may lay by the Scripture, as co their Rule. But * 
If the Law, and Light, and Spirir, that 151n me, be my Rule; 2, 
then I may do any thing without Sin; I may whore, be drunk, 
Kea], or any ching withour Sin ; for its no fin to do what the 
Rule commands me : and ifthe Spirit, Light, and Law within, do 
; £0mtnand me ro do it, it 1s no fin to me, becauſe my Rule commands 
meto doit, and Sin 1s a tranſpreſſion of a Rule: but the Law, 
Light, and Spirit, may command meto do ſuch things as theſe, if ic 
be my Rule; for ic may command any thing but $1n; bur it-cane 
not be Suit che-Spirit do command 3 for the very commanding of 
the Spirit, takes off the ſin of che Action, becauſe che Rule com- 
| mands ic. O! whatabominable PraRtices wil this Dotrine lead 
Aman mto, vis, That the Law, Light, and Spirit within, 1s. his 
Rule. WITT 
Yea, Thirdly : Ifthe Law, and Light, and Spirit chat isin me, 
bem Rule, chen am I my own Rule, and ſo I am God) for he 
that 15his own Rule, 15 God : Bur if the Law, and Light, and Spi- 
{ric within me, be my-Rule, . then am I my own Rule : And what is| 4} 
al this, but horrid blaſphemy ? Surely therefore che Law,and the | 
Word without me, 15 not my Rule. . Though che Law, and Lighr, 
and Spuit 1n me, be my Principle ; yer-ic 1s not my Rule, thac is 
the Word and Scripcure only, 
. | Though the Law, and Light, and Spiric within, be a preathelp | 
{untous 1n our way to Lite, _yer it muſt bertried by che Word writ- 
ten: For it 1t be nor tried by the Scripture, then it muſt be cried 
| by nothing : But Fohn, 1.4. he ſaich, Try th? Spirits, whether | 
they be of God, or 0. ' 2. That Law, or Light, or Spiric within 
you, is Chriſt in you : bur Chriſt in you, is co be tried, aydexa- 
mined,: 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves, whether yout be 1n the 
Faith, prove your own Souls ; know ye not that Chriſt is tn you, 
1Rleſt ye b2 Reprobatesr'? And if Chrift' wichout ns,: Chriſt in the | 
4daies of hisFleſh, did tubmuc himſelf co the cryal of the Scriptures; | 
Searcy the Scriptures ( taith he) for they teftifie of = then = 
| ES | . - - {ſurely 
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{urely the Spiric of Chriſt in us, wil not refuſe the ſame : Chriſt 
1n us, is not more priviledged than Ghrift wichour us ; buc Cheiſt 
without, was tried by che Scriptures, therefore Chriſt, within us 
much more. And if al that Light, and Law, and Spirit wichin| 
us, be to be tried by the Scripture, then ſurely the Lighr of the 
Word written, is a more excellenc Light, chan that Light which is 
wichin. And thus Lhave now done with the Fourth Inftance. 


1 . 


As for Experience, Chriſtian Experience ; the Word of God 
written, and the Lighe thereof, is more excellent chan Experience, 
1and the Light of ic imply contidered.” For io much Lighc as there 

is in Experience, 15 borrowed from the Scripture, and the Word of 
Gcd written. SS | 

It 1s ſhort of the Scripture 3 for Scripture-Light extendethun+- 
co al our Actions, alight unto our Paths; there is nothing hid 
fromcheLight thereof, no Duty incumbent upon us that is hid 
from the Light thereot ; Bur though I have much Experience in 
this way, yet 1 may haveluleor none 1n another ; iny Experit-' 
ence cannot YL Ong n1d trom me, and from my Light. 

Though Experience be a preat help co our Fiich, yer take it 
alone, abſtracted from the Word, and u'cannoc heal our Unbe-' 
lief.. The Scaff that is ina mans hand, is a good help to him; bur 
it cannot heal his lameneſs, Sos this Staff of Experience, though 
it bea good help in my way, yet it cannor heal the lameneſs of my 
unbeleeving hearc 3 bur the word can ,and the Scripture doth, = 

Is there thez no uſe of our Experiences 2 Is there no Light 
therein Ix MO ere — 

Yea, much : for i bringeth forth Hope, Experience worketh 
Hope, Rom. 5. Tribulation worketh Patience , Patience Ex- 
perrencez and Experience Hope ; verſe 4, 5. Heres the Genea- 
| logy of Hope 3 bur che next Parenc of Hope, is Experience. $0 
{che Poor hach Hope, Fob, 5. 16. How 1o? Hecounterh up ma= 

ny Experiments, and when he hath done, he concludes thus ; Ss | 


the poor bath Hope ; it is Experience, then which doch work 
1 Hope. ny SS | 
- ur though Experience be the Parent of Hope, yet it is not the; 
Ground of our Faith 3 it isan Help unto Faith, bur not che facſt; 
Ground of our Faich. The Scripture, and the Promile under} 
Chriſt, is, Rom. 15. 4 Whatever things were written afore 
time, were written for our Learning , that we through Patience, 
and Comfort of the Scriptures, might bave Hope, ' So chat the: 
Scripture, and the'Word of God wruten, is the firſt Ground of 
our Faich, and Hope. . 
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- And chough we have much Experience, yet if we 'donot cruſt} | 14 
'5n the Word of Promiſe under Chriſt, - over, and beyond al our} - [--3 
Experience, wedo evil. Y 
And if al our Experience 1s to be reduced to the Word written, 
then the Scriprure 15 more excellent than al Experience ; bur all 
our Experience, 1s tobe reduced unto Scripture, Surely there- 
fore the Sccipcure, or the Word of God written, 1s more exce[- 
'Tetit chan al Experience, and the Light thereof. © And thus I have * 
' done with the Fifth Inſtance. © - 


_ As for Divine Providence z the Scripture is a more ſure Light Inſtance} 
| thanir, For,. 6, 
| . Goddoth ſomtimestry us by his Providence, he doth ſomtumes | 

lay a Providential Diſpeiſation before us, to try, and ſee what we | 
wildo. So he led the Children of Krael in the Wildernsſs forty 
|[Yeers, totry them, and co know what they would do, and to} 

humble chem. © Bur che Scripture 1s the Rule of our doing, and | 
. therefore more ſafe, and ſure Light to walk by. 
And if che Providence of God, extendeth unto al our Actions, | 2 
and eyil, and toevil,as wel as unto what 15pood 3, then there| 
15 20 certain Rule, or Judgment to be made up from thence, Now 
ſo it is, that the Providence of God extenderh unto al our Sws : 
| the Jews crucified Chriſt, Gods Providences did exrend untothar, | 
Beg dzlivered up by the determinate Counſel, and fore-know- 
Iedg of God, ye have taken , and by wicked band, ye bave cruci=| 
fied bim, Acts, 2.23. When Fonabh fled from God, there was | 
| chen preſent, a Ship that was bound for Tarſhiſh : here was a 
Providence. * And when Foſephs Brethren ſold him into Egypt, | - 
there came by certain Merchants, who did trade into Egypt : 
here was a Providence. - Now if the Providence of God, do thus 
extend co our very Sins, then we cannot make up our Judgment, | 
our Rule from a bare Providence : bur you may make up your | - 
Judgment. and Rule from the Scripture, and the Word of God | | 

| Writcen, © s | | 


I, 


Doth not God fpeakby Providence ? gwide, and dire& by Pro- | 
Vidence ſomtimes 2 | 


Yea, He doth ſomtimes guide us with his Eye, as the Pſalmiſt | Ankw, * 
ſpeaks. Thus when che King could nor ſieep, he called for the | = | 
| Records, and found therein, that Mordecaz had been fairhful co | 
[him; the Providential Eye of God, did guide che King ro do| | 
{ſorzthing for Mordecat. And when Abrahams Scrvanc prayed, | 

and the Damfel came forch to meet him according to his Prayer, 
| The P:ovidence of God, 4id lead, and guide to that Marriage of P 
Ifaac ai.d Rebecca. SEEDED - 1 EINE | 
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CCC 


| poſed thereby uncoal fin 3: for chen may I ay, 1t I berempted to 


Rr : c 4 is ans nb. I 
| v1dence of God, doth not. make a thing Lawiul, which is in. it's {elf 


| Burt though che Lord'doth ſooimes guide us with che-Eye 
his Providence z yer if I make the Providence of God, the Rule of 
Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſsz chen am I ina preat error, aridex- 


kill, or murder my {elf, che Providence of God is the Rule of 
Lawfulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs. Now here is a Kite, a Rope, a 
Porrd, or an Inſtrument'of Death, which fals inmy way by un- 
expected Providence 3 therefore I wil, and myſt now murder my 
ſelf : Underſtand the thing rightly therefore. I pray you, chys : 
In caſe that two thingsare before me, and bochare Lawtul z Pro-. 
vidence opening a door to one, and ſhutting the door upon the 0- 
ther, itdoth durect to thar one,and not to the other : but che Pros» 


unlawful z 1c doth direct us m doing of a thing Lawful, buc it doth. 
not make a thing Lawtul; it 33 not the Rule of Lawtulneſs, or 
Unlawtulneſs : but che Scripture, and the Word of God is, it is 
theory Rute whereby Lmay, aud muſt makeup my Judgment of 
Lawtulnets, and Unlawfulnels ; it 15 that only which doth ſtam 
Lawfulnels upon an Action. Surely therefore the Light of the 
Scripture, 15 more excellent Light, than Divine Frovidence, - And 
chus L have done with the Sixt Inſtance, j 


Inſtance 7+ 


- Morn. przfat. Lib. de vera 
relig. prefat. Lib. de-Eich. 
Ame. de traduQtione pecca- 
toris ad viram et de Jum. nat. et 
Grz. Dr. Vort. de ratione hu- 
mana de” rebus fidei. 
Alting. Loc. com; pars 5. 
| Loc. 2. dg. Fol 
'Tunc ſolum vere Deum cog- 
| noſcimus quando ipſum efle 
credimus ſupra omne id quod 
de Dzo cogitari ab homine 


pollibile eſt. 
Cap. 5,6, 


Aquin.'contra Gent Lib, 1, 


As for Humane.Reaſon, and the Light thereof, 
Scripture-Light, is more excellent than it. For, 

* Fhough Humane Reaſon be a beam of Divine 
Wiſdom, yer if tt be not enlightened with an higher 
Eight of the Goſpel, it cannot reach unto the things 
of Godas it ſhould ; ut 1s Pan pauperium, the poor 
mans Bread , compared by ſome to. the Dough, 
which the Iſraelites brought our of Egypt, which 
was prepared with much Labor, and chen called 
Pans Pauperum, Deut. 16, 3. But the Word of 
God in.che Scriprures, is compared co Manna, called 
the Bread of Angels ; for the Goſpel did come. down 
from Heaven in a ſpecial manner ; for though Rea- 
ſon be the Gift of God, yet it doth proceed from 
God as he is God, and.General Ruler of the World: 
Br the Goſpel, and the Light thereof, did proceed 
from the Father, by the Son, to the Church, Rev. 
22.1. And beſbewed me a pure River of Water of 
1 Life, cleer as Cryſtal, proceeding out of the T brone 
of God, and of the Lamb. John, x. 17, 18. 
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: of the Wiſdom of God; yet it cannot ſuſfciently 


of | 


Though Reaſon be the Gitt of God, and a Beam 


ſins, 


difcover a mans Sins unto him not his ſeccer 
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. Compared with Yimmane Reaſon. 33 
not his Original Sin, not his Sin of Unbelicf ,. and.againſt they ES 
Goſpel ; bur che Word of God, the Scripture Light can, and| 

Andas meer Hiumnane Reaſon cantiot make a ſafficienr diſcovery 2 


of Sin, ſo it cannot firengrhen againſt Sin, and Temptation : | 
Temprations anſwered by Realon,wil return again 3 it cannot con- 
vert the Soul, Bur the Word ofthe Lord, is perteCct, converting 
the Soul,” Pal. 19. © : | | -"4 
Though the Light of Reaſon be good, yer it is'not a ſaving] 4, = 
[ Light. How many are chere m the World, who have ſtrong Rea-' 
ſon, yet ſthal go ro-Hell, and mulcarry ro al Eternity ? Bur the|- - 
Light of che Scriprure, Gotpel-Laght, is ſaving Light : Swrgunt 
|indoti ( faida greatBiſhop,and learned man ) et capizunt Calum | 
et nos cum omni Dottrina noſtra trudimur.in infernum. Poor| 
[MEN ariſe, and take the Kingdom of Heaven:by force, when: we . 
withal our Learnihp, are thruſt anto Hell. Why 10? The poor| 
receive the Goſpel,” not many wiſe, not many Learned,  Fatber,| | | 
I thank, #bee ( ſaith Chritt ) thou baſt revealed theſe things to _ +. 
Babes. ?Tis Revelation-Light from the Goſpel, that doth brinp] © 


to Heaven : meer Humane Reaſon cannot doat...: . Wit "ol 
Is there then-no uſe of Reaſon, and of the Light thereof 2” © | Queſt. 


|-- Ye, much: Notonlyin'Civil chings ; butin'the Anſw. 16.4 + 
| things of God, comparing Spiritual things, with]: "4203 
Spiritual. Did not:Chriſt himjelkmake uſe of Req- ' Dti7Voud;"p:' 5, 6, 7 te 
1on coprove the Reluvrection : -T bere #5 4Reſurre- | ratione humana in _Febug 
#10n (ſaih'he') :for-God' not the Gol of the Het, bY FI IT 
dead, but of the living : If God bethe God of Abra-|  _. __-_. 
ham, then Abraham muſt riſe atain ; but he is the -:;'Rationis in Theologia uſus 
God of Abraham, for hes not!theGod'sf the: dead, Hlting- Pars 1, loc, 209. - 

but of the wing. Here he makes ule of Reaſon : | © © wy 
tothe Apoirlesafcer him,” 'Surehytheceforezwe are 
not.ſo\to adhere to the Lerter ofthe Bovipriyre, as to] £0 
deny che-uſe of our:Reafon in finding ourthe cue] ooo 2 
Henle and meaning of the Scriptureg  foritHen wel | 
[muſt hold with'the Papiſts,*Thar the Bread'mthe\ - gs OE LT TY, Io ga 
Lords Supper, i turned into the Body of Chriſt ; | © 
for the Leccer ſaith, 'This 75 my Body, Reaſon is| - - | F 
| of great ute, even'in the chings- of: God: avd wel. 4:4 
{hath he ſaid; Contra Rationem nemg ſobrins ; as F_-1 
-painft Reaſon; mo man: isſober;; againſt Scripture, Conrra Rationem nemo (o- 


| Rogen | brius, -conzra Scripturam ne- 
DO MAN isa Chriftian ;-and againft the Chur » 10} mo Chriſtianus, ON Eccle- 
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w) in = ooit ples in} 2. Thoughchebea good ſe of Reaſon even | 
(U745 owere "xm T1 241217 rhechings of God ; yet-Reatun is Þuc.a. Drawer of 


Sorapur, dIVvany-xam2 mV 
Ae . \ 
AQ! T is OuGye; moan Fd1 TH! 


. Qaid Athenis ct Hirololy-- 


ſtianis ! noſtra inſlitutio de 


| Porticu Salomonis. Terti. de + 


- 


Preſcript. | 
«10 1599 en woerl, ' Bee. 


| valde fulti ſunt, qui rationibus 


maxime 'permittunt quz non 


ex Philoſophia res Divinas vel-' 


{le intalligere eſt candens ferrum 
: | non forcipe ſed digitisicontre- 
1 Ctare. 

| Hom. 5. 


Chryſoſtojne 1 Cor: 


Avufer Argumenta . bl fides 


| {queritur. Ambi of. .Lib.,de;fide 
| Cap. 5. T2091} 3 


Si quis poteſt intelligere Deo 


| gratias agat, fi non poteſt non 
immittat .cornua ad ventilan- : 


\ dum , ſed ſubmittat capnt. ad 


| venerandum, * Anſelm. Ep.de 
"| fide'arvo..-Pap. Cap. 2. 


Laudatur maria, quod ratio- 
nem-. fide prevenity.etpugitur 


Ratfones precedentes minunt 
fidem ſubſequentes augent- 


| Dicimus nullamiracionea hu- | 
. [manam efle principiugg guo ſeu | 
[per quod aut cx quo ſeu cur cre- | 
-[damus aut ſundamentum aut 
'[legem aut normam .credendo- 
:|rum ex cunis preſcriprg judece- 
"Imus, &c, Dr: Yoer. de ratione 
'{humana in 1cbus fidei, Difſp. 
| Se. pars prima. 
' Trayſeundum eſt E navicula 
{rationis Verulam. 
-| Apud Ariſtorc!em argumen- | 


CI 


tum eſt ratio rei dubiz taciens 


os Ariftor. 


$i.quis 4 og won Philoſopho 


mis ? quid Academia et Eccle= ! 
| fia? quid Hezreticis et (Chri- 


licer invenire nifi per fidem, | 


an — 1 _ 


; Water, an Hand-miaid ard therefore if Hagar 


| azgouny. JullMar: Q1d7; > Wil perk above her Miſtrils, the Scripture, the muſt] 


' be curned our of doors. 
'  Andclipugh youdo make uſe of your Reaſon in 


( Scripture Truth, and Goſpel Truth, til you can lee 
.Reaton ior the ting beleeved, atN. how in a way of 
| Humane Reatonfuch a thing can be, chen you are in 
; agreat Error. | For as.Luther (peaks, in the matter 
i of the Golpe}, wemuft thug our Eyes,and po blind- 
; foltincothe Commandements:of God; F he wiſdom 
of the World\(laiththe Apolile) looks pon Goſpel 

Truths as foohfhneſs; and as none knows the things 
of a'man, but che Spiric of man ; {ſo none knows the 
.thiwgs of Gad, bur by the Spiritof God ;, therefore 
notby-Humane:Reafon only. [The $un-1s not ſeen, 
bur by che Lighe of the Sun 3 nor Chriſt, but by the 

Light oi Chralt. Tbi know firſt, 1aies.che Apoſtle 
in this Lexc, though you do attend to the word of 
Prophelie,: zet.y ou mult baye theSpiric.of God, 
not Humane Reaſon only : Why ? For as it was 
|wricten, ſo ranult beunderftood,; biit aB Propbe- 


fie of Scripture was written by the Inſpiration of the | 


dumwith is 3,after-Faich, they ſtrengthen ic. *+ 112 
| --3 -Fhough you-do mike uſe of 'Reaſon in the 
things.of God,: yet-your very Reaſon is tro be morti- 


ven {peak wel; Reatons;betore Faith; lefſeny aud: 


| i, 
_ a | # YR. 
| 3\.\\4 


| fied, crucified; Grucfigamws iſtam: peſtem, quare, 
| lazes Exether.z- wetuſt crucitie that Peft,andPlague, 


| Why >. Devnnen orlt,non eſe quariſtas, vel ratio- 
|223ſtas # God would.not haye: us thatate:Chriſttanis, 
ie be Quariſts, or Wherefareiſts : naked, ſimple 0- 


«2. tle 


<< 


itur ({a$p3rKt, qnd-didnot come from. man. The School- 
 Zacharigs quod dem rattone. 
+ rentavit. Bern. Epiſt. 109. :' 


bedience;-i5 be inthe Eyes of God. Wich'man 
Cates he ) wetmtlt confider,; Buid, what itis that | 
1s Commanded ;"-but.in.our Obedience to God, we 
| muſt conſider; Rue; Who: it is that :commandeth-: 
fidem ſed Apud Chriſtum ar- 


N 
y 


| 


. 


| 


| 


| 


gumenrum, cli fides faciens :3-'| Qbediencez, as we mult, renounce our WHI, fo we 
tionem.; Allifodorep-prefar.tum.. + -6& | 


aut Pychagoras 
ait de rerum principiis obitre- ||: 
} | \ . He. 
4 peret nonne auditer arrogans et | 
yy PN eidoagat—— —_— —_ he \ 


_ And this15.t@ þe;xhe Ground 'of our Faith, 'and| 


muſt deny our Reaſon: _ Bur we muſt not deny the : 
SCLIPture, nor crucifie the Scripture, nor renounce 
oe oy Eo | the. 
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Compared withFudicial Aftrologie, 33 | 


A i 
Lad th _— d 


the Scripture. Surely therefore; the Light of the | inſaniens at quanto m3jor eſt | 
Scripture, and che Word wricten, is beyond, and inſavia, ideo non credere Di 
more excellent chan al humane: Reafon., and the YP# Philglaphin quod. ma" 
Light cherevf. And thus 1 have done with the: wel ap=ptlank oper rang | 


wo edleFus.  Eraſmis in Symb. | - 
Seventh Inſtance. Carech. | MB 
E Jer  Fintom abeſt ut humiin3.ratio 
ber Fen AAance'Qt | Edet fir menſura ut ne Naturz 
[ Inftance 9. quidem propter ignorantiam er 


Wh pe R. hs Fl . ravitatem efſe poſſic. Morn. 
As for Judicial Aﬀtrolcpy. Thar 1s another t mg ag Lib. de un Religione. 


that is cryed up asa preac means of Light 1n theie 
dark times of oars. Thereby men wil undertake to 
cel how things maybe found; thar are loft ; what | 
Perſons ſhal be joyned cogether 1n Marriage 3 what ſhalbe the if- | : 
ſae, and end'of Sts in Law, and Diſeales; - what ends men ſhal 
| come to, in reference co cheir Lives 3 and what Plagues, and Mor- | 
| taliries in Common-wealthsz and what not? _ This is, I ſay (this | > -. 
Judicial Aﬀtrology us ) cried tp as a great Light in thele daies of | - | 
Ours.” : | | | * 
| - Butis in Truch, a Work of Darkneſs ; for where do we find in | 5 
Scripcure, chat God dorh command any of his People co atrend = 
upon Aſtrologers, or Star-gazers ( as the Word cals them ) for a: 
ny ſuch thingsas theſe. Weare forbidden to learn the way of che 
Heathen, in tearing the Signs of Heaven 3: Fer. 10.2. and Derut.| - 
18. 9, Thou ſhaitnot-learn to do after the abominations of thoſe S 
Nations: Wherein? Verſe 10::-There ſhall not-be: found a- 
mongſt you, any that maketh hzs Son to paſs throngh thefire,or that 
uſeth Divination, or an Obſerver of T ines, 'or an Inchanter, or | -- | 
a'Witch, or a Charmer, or a Necromancer. The Obſervation 0 \-Þ 
of Times, 15 one of theſe things : theie were the waies of the Nati» | . q.-4 
ons, theſe chings were abomination co the Lord, thete things cak- L.. - 
not ſtand with a perte&t heart, verſe 13: Thou ſhalt be*perfett | 
with the Lord thy God. | If 
This deitrowes Prophefie 3/ for ifa man can foretel future things | 2. 
by the Stars, then what need of Propheſie? The Lord cels us 1] - tf 
Eſa. 47. that he wil bring evil upon his People, which they | * 
with al cher Atfrologers, thoulf not be able to forelee, and hide] | 
themſelves from, veri- 12. Therefore-ſhall evil come pon thee, | ; 
and thou ſhaltno: know whence it riſeth ; No! but wewil (might | = 
they ſay ) go unto our Aﬀtrologers: Do lo; faies God, verſe 12.| | 
| Stand now with thine Inchantments, and with the multitude of | 
thy Sorceries, if ſo b: thou maiſt be able to profit : and verſe 13. =; 
Let now. ihe Aftro;ogers, gbe Star-gagers, the Monthly Progno- | OE 
ſticator-, ftand up and4ſave thee: Bebold they ſhall be as ft::bble, | 
verſe 14. I Aitrolopers, and Star-pazers, can foretel the ſeveral | 
{ Changes in Scates, and GCommon-wealths, and whar preat things | 5-4 
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b ſhal come to paſs therein, and how they come to paſs; then why 


" | a | doth God ſay hece, that in {pight of al them, -chou ſhalt nur know 
© © | | wheneethisevilcomes? yerte 41.. Surely chercfore, ſuch things 


]asthete, arenocto þe read inthe Book of the Heavens. 


Queſt. /-þ. But 3gthere no Light of Rnowleds to be had from the Stars ? 
Ie” IyE and do not the Heavens teach and declare the Lords bandy-| 
| © work? willyecondemn all Aftronomy  ' _. © : 


| Anſw. 1. | Aftronomy?. No. Theres much differ-nce berween Aſtrg- 
«> noiny, the Lawtul knowledg ot che Stars; and Judicial Afrolo- 
B -py, whereby men would foretel al Events, Igrant, Furſt, Thar 
| ]chere isa teaching Work 1n- che Heavens ; - T he Heavens declare | 
FS the.Glory of the Lord, ang ſo do al the Creatures ; yet this tea- | 
(chipg, 15 10t able co conyert the Soul :. and therefore when the 
Plaluiſt had ſaid in Pfa!. 19. The Hegvens dechare, &c. he 
co..es to ſhew where the crue converting teaching is to befound, 
evenin the Scriptures, verſe 7. The Law of the Lord  perfet, 
 ] convertingthe $0ul. . Secondly, 1 granc allo, That the Stars are 
- }tor Signs : -Sothe Word ſatth, Gen. 1. 14. Let there be Lights in 
{1 the Firmament, to dzvide the day from the night ; and let them: 
" 1befor ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and for daies, and for yeers. Burt 
] how for Signs? ofthe Weather :: As che Sun-when ic tetceth wich 
 |ared Skie, foreſheweth a fair day to follow, Datih. :6.2. Yea, 
and (omtunes. they import, and are figns of Gods. Ditpleaiure, 
| Licke, 21. 25- Ordinarily they are for Signs to,.know when to ſow, 

- Jand plant, and prune, agdreap: Andare Signs rofail by, for the 
- | Maxrmers.at. Sea. Yea, Thirdly, I grant that the Stars have a 
- | great influence upon thele Sublunary things, even.upon the Bodics. 
1 of Men and Women, (rs: ran 


op» 
Fork 


: 2. |; Secondly: Bur though theStars have a great influence upan. 
| chis neather World, are ſigns of weather,and have a teaching pow- 


| cr with them, as al ther Creatures have': Yer ifa man ſhal under- ! 
| rake by che Scars, to forerel future Events, which are accidental, | 
" depending on the W1ls and AGions of Men, he doth plainly ſtep. 

]4nto the Chair of God :  chis.1s Gods great Precogative.z therefore. 


— 


RE | ſaith he, Eſar,41.23- Shew the things that are, to come bereaf- 
W-*- .: A. {ier, thatwemay know that ye are gods. Thoſe. men therefare, 
1 chat wil undercake-co ſhew the things that are trocome hereafter, 
' | wopld be known to be gods. Bur chough they would be gods 
| cheryſelves, yet why. ſhould they.nort let God be God ſtil? Qua fa- 
tum poutt, Deum tot; bethat.lers upa Fate,doth deſtroy God; 
and it alchings.cameto paſs by Influence of the Stars (.clte they 
j]-. -  cannos pretend to. foreknowledg of them) then al things muſt | 
ee -þ _  com8topalsþya Face. Yea, what dock' this practice otherwile, 


ſ 


. ; 
| J} tha | 
_—_—— ————— —  — _ _ wr — ap © man 
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—" 


--by che Stars, then the Stars, and cheir Influ-. 


| bea Sign ofan Event, then it wuſt be the Et-. 


- | the Scory of a mans converttp from this 


-| held, that Adrulterinm non factcbat volun- 
| tas propria ſed Venus ; A mans own Will was 
[not che caule of Adulrery, but the-Srar Ve- 
72455, a Mans own Wil, was not the caule of 
- | Murder, but the Star Marys. + Thus, faith he, 
doth this Art of Judicial Aftrology, lay the 


_ {whataday will bring forth? ' And Ecci-1. 


jit muft needs do fo : for. the Cauſe of the 
|caules, tn things neceflarily tubordinate,muſt 


| hearts bear the thoughts of fuch Blatphemies 
Tastheſe? or can we think that a ian can cell 


lindeed hit the matter ſomes, and have | 


: 
—_— 


© Compared with Fudicial «Afirolopie. 


than (as Aſtin obſerves wel ) make God 
the Author ofall the Sin tn the World ? For | 
if theſe Aftrologers can foretel tucure things, | 
which depend on the Will of man, and thar | 
etice, mult be the caule thereof, For as 
Aquinas oblerves, If ſuch a Conftellanon 


tect ot 16, or the Caule of ic; the Effect it | 
cannot be : And if che Influence ofthe Scars, . 


| be the Cauſe of al finful Actious, then God-! 1 
- S mY n = . y | ENtI af al REY af Fl 1 4 ; «a by") I 1 Ca 
muſt be the cautle of al tin, tor he hath inade |t <ccafls, ro!le iſtss excuſariones in pee 
. | \catls memento illius Plalmi. Nedecli- 


che Scar, and given it ſuch an Tatluence. "Lins 
doti {fo cleerly follow, thar Arrſtin (telling 


 —_— 


wicked Arc) faich, the'man did confels that” 
winl{t he practiced that Arc, he with others 


Sin of al the World upon God hintelf'; and | 
be the-Cauie of the caulcd : Lut can our 
by the Stars, what ſhal come to paſs herea(- 


ter, when the Scripture faith, } bo can tc! 


110: 14. A man cannot tell what. ſhall be, 


b 


and what ſhall be after him, who can tll 2 


| Again, Chap. 8.7. For be knoweth not that | 
1 which ſhall be ; : for who can tell him when, 


or bow it ſhall be 2 Theſe Aſtrologers do 


| 
\ 


qforecold chat which hath come ro paſs, aud | 

where iucha thing loft, may be found again : | 
Bur Ple tel youu how 3 The Devil doth allift 
chem, 'therein , ard as they erect their 
-Scheam, . he doth tuggeſt unto them, and 


4 leaves his Impreſſions upon their hearts con- | 


Fernivgthe matter, ic being eaſie for him to 


{andum, qui noſunt de conpendio ve- 


nire-ad Deum piacandum, <tr dicun: fa- | 
tum mtihi fecic, quid eft fatum'? ftel/2 |. 


mg tccerunt, quid ſunt Reliz 2 certe i- 


itz quas in C-lo peripicimus z et quis| 
es fecit? Dcus, qui cas ordinavit ? ] 
Deus, ergc vides - quod voluilti dicere.. 


Deus fecit ut peccarem, - ita ille injiiltus 
tu juitus, quod n'f1 iile fecitfer ww non 


nes Cor mevm in verba maligna ad-excu- 
landa peccata-&c. | 

Ad hc mapni viri ſuntqui-defendunt 
peccara {u2,' magni {unc qui numerant 


1 ceras Et computant Rellas et tempora | 


et dicunt quis quando.” Vel peccct vel 
b:ne vivar et quando Mars facic homici- 


dium et Yen adulterium magni Doi 


Viti--videnrur in.-hoc {xculo ſed quid ait 


Pfal. Nedcclines cor. &c. - Auſtiz "in| 


Pizl. 31. 

 Omne Corporale fignum vel eſt effe- 
1s ejus cujus eſt figka bcut fumus frg- 
nificat ignem 2 quo cauſaur vel eft, cum 
non poteſt autem dici quod dilpofitiones 


Czleftium Corporum et motus (int ef- 


fe&us ſururoram et ventuum, nec pol- 


ſunt reduci in aliquam-ſuper.orem rem 
comminem quo . fit corporatis.. 8&c. 
Aqui. 22. Queſt. 95. Art. 5. 

Scductuz enim ab inimico cum-cfier 
fidelis diu MatFematicus fuir, feduftus, 
{educeiis, deceptus; decipiens, illexic fe- 
fellir, mulra mcndacia locutus eſt, con- 
tra Deum qui dedit hominibus poteſta: 


tem faciendi quod bonum eſter non fie }: 
ciendi qucd m3lum eſt, iſte dicebar girad 
aduiterium non facicbar- propria votun- | 


tas:led Venus jultum non facicbat. Deus 
ſed Jovis ct alia multa Sacrilega non 
patyl, quam multis enum puratis Chii- 
itianis nummos ab{tulifle ! quam mul- 
ti ab eoemerunt mendacium:&c. 4{tsn 
in Pfal.71 poſt tratatum cum Mathes 
maticus in populo monKrarcur, = 
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Mslti hoc dicunt, fatum mihi'fecir, 
ſtellz me feccrunt, ira jam per circui- 
trum ad Dcum vyolvnt perventre, per cit- 
-cuitum volunt pe: venire ad Deura accu-} | 
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| 'Occulto Inſtin &y inſtinfty 


| [olo,aut adiſpofirione materi, 
fi aurem objicicur quod inveni- 
[untur predicere mu'za vera re-. 


[lem curiofiratem 
- {et ea quzpater ſolus habet in 
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- *fieri Spirityum non bonorum 
Auſtin de civit, Dei, Lib. 5. 


Cap. 7. : 


ſtin&u, 


tes patiuntur, Avuſtia 2 Lib. de 
Docr. Chriſtiana. 


Er omnes hujuſmodi artcs vel. 


} o . * 8 
| nugatoriz, vel noxiz ſuperſtiti- 


onis.ex quadam peſtifera ſocie- 
tare hominum e dzmonum. 
Ibid. : © . 


Prima cauſa iſtzrumprediQi- 


| enum nonnunquam provenir ex 
paQo et lociecate quam inivir. 


Aſtrologus cum. dzmone vel 
ex occulto cjus influ er inſtin- 


mIntia. | 
Czlum eſt ſolum influens ge- 


' 1 nerale cyjus ratio particulatiz- 


tur vel fingulariz1tur aut 4 D:o 


ſpoanderur,quad multo-plura fal- 


vel. a mulcirudine eorum quo 
dicunt, vel ab oblervatione .eo> 
rum qux audiuant, - aut. fit ab 
mixrione operationis dzmo=» 


{num proptec ſeducendos tam. 
redicentes quam fidem adhi-- 


ntes in talibus, dimnabi- 
ciendi futura 


ſug poteltare... 


ſtrylog Theolog. Prap. 11. . 


| make diſcovery of thoſe things which paſs through |: 
| feſſedly.co che Devil; they chink that they have |- 


Sunt bzc. Aﬀtrorum indicia. 
ex. pais cum dxmonibus et in- - 
eorum, occultiſhimo, }. 
quem neſcientes humanz men- 


|a work of darkneſs. - Bur che-Lighc of the Scripture | 
| darkneſs, a Light which doch come from God, and |: | 


| fore, this Light of Scriprure, 1s the-beft Lighr, the | 


&u., Perervus in Genel. Cap 1. 4 
V, I4, 15. Lib, Zo de Aſtro- : 


his own hands, _ Nor becaute they do not go pros |- 


nothing to do with the Devil ; whereas the thing 1s 
wholly trom the. Devil, . and. nor -from- the. Stars :;|- 
and 15:this- Light chen? or 15 the knowledg -of this |: 
Myſtery co be called Light 2 No, -it 1s darknels, and 


is a pure Lighr, a cleer Light, a Light without. avy 
lead us unto God, nor unto the Devil. - Surely there- | 


moſt excellent Lighc 3 more excellent than that of | 
Revelations, and .V 1f10ns.z more excellent than that 
of Dreams, and immediate V oyces ; more excellent | 
than chat of Impreſſions ;3- more excellent than tha |- - 
of the Law and Light within 3 more excellent: than |. 
that of Chritian Experience, or that of Divine| 
Providence, or that of Humane Reaſon; more -- 
excellent than this pretended Light ( bur in truth | 
darkneſs) of Judicial Aſtrology, Surely there- 


-jthe-World. Shal we-then forſake the -Scripture, |. 


ſa.et ideo vera dicunt. vel a caſu, 


| datk-Times and Seaſons, which is the Fourth Ge-}- 


ji Fourth followrh, ... 


Gerſon-pars prima Trilog, A- | 


fore, it is che moſt. excellence, ſafe, and ſure Light in| 


and cleave.copretended Lights, and lying Vanicies ? 
No: bur if che. Scriprure be the beſt Lighc, chemoſt | 
ſafe,& ſure Light, then it is the Ducy of al the Saints | - 
to take heed chereunto, and that eſpecially im their |. 


neral Thing propounded. And thus I have done |. 
with the Third General, viz. Thar Scripcure-Lighr | 
is the moſt ſafe, ſure, and the. beſt Light, Thef|:: 


_ 9 3.44 OY 
F Pk $'s 


SCRIPTURE-LIGHT. 
{ LIGHT. 


Al he P E T. Io 19. : 


| JYehave alſo a more ſure Word of Prophe- 


jche Scripture, or the written Word of God, be our.crear, and muſt 
ſure Light 3 chen iris our Duty, che Ducy of al the Saints and} | 


The moſt Sure 


— 
— — 


'Sermon 
III. | 


fie, whereunto.ye do well that ye rhe 
heed, a8unto a Light that ſhineth in a 
dark place, nntil the day dawn, and the 
 Day-ſlar ariſe in your hearts. 
FT ; FX > Scripcure-Light, is che  moft a 


pare wich al other Lights, or whatever may 


£4 Light, the beſt, and moſt ture Light, in-com-| 


=4 pretend to Light; S01t js 2ur Duty, the Du-! 
24 ty of all the Saints, and People of God, 'to 
take beed thereunto, and- that eſpecially in 
ther dark times and places; which is the 


ion, and which doch neceflarily follow from the former, For if 


People of God, corake heed chereunto, eſpecially in' their dark 


Fourth thing propounded to your Conlidera - | 


The fourth | 
General 


Propoſition 


times and places, Yer further, ye ſhaldo welrhat ye take heed 


Li — 
Ly 
- 


thereunto, 


|. 


| 
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| 


| maithe New Tefframent, char he is called: the Word of God tor 


| 


[ 


\ 


| of God, 
mean Chrift thezeby ? No, but he ſpeaketh plaiyly che Ward of | 


thereunto, for the DoGtrine of the Goſpel written, Is, | 

The Wordof the Son of God : The more excellent the Perſon 
is, that ſpeaks unto you, - themore diligently ye wiltake heed un- 
to whar he faith.” Now the Goſpel, or the-W ord of God written, 
is the Ward of the. Son. - Some there are, who {ay, That Chriſt| 
only is called the Word, orche Word of God; and that the Do-| 
Arine preached, or written,” isnot the Word, or the Word of God. 
But though Chriſt be called che Word, Fobn 1. yer Ido not find} 


thepreſeiitz there isa time a.coming when heſhal be called King 
of Kings, Lord of Lords, and the Word of God ; bur for the pre-} 
{ent he 19 called the Word :. And it the Doctrine preached, be not 
called the Werd of God,” why doth our Savior ſay, The Sorver 
went forth to ſow, and ſome fell in the b1gh way, ſome on ſtony 
gro;mmd, and ſome 0n thornyeground, and the Seed # the Word of | . 
God:. Is that Chriſt ? what doth Chriſt hunſelf inperſon fall on| 
the high-way ground, and ftony ground ? and 1s Chrift divided ?| 
for che Seed 15 the Word of God, and'-fome of it fel on one| 
-ound, and ſorneon another: doth Chriſt himſelf fal thus ? No, 
Inge Dodrine preached doth, * and therefore that is cajled he 
Word of God : - And ifthe Word'wriuten, be not called the Word 
what doth the Apoſtle mean, when. he ſaith, Rom..9.6.| 
Not a5 though the Word of God bath taken none effett 2\doth he 


Promiſe, which is written Jn the Sciiprutts:: Yea, the whol Scrip-f 
cureis fo ful ofthis, that I'needinot turn to,any particular place. | - 
TheScriprureisevery where called the Word of God; and if the}|- 
| Word of God.written, be the Word of-the Son, chen we. are to| 
rake heed thereunto 3 for ſaies the -Apofile, -Heb.'2: Therefore 
ought we to give the more-earneſt beed' to'the things which we 
| have beard ; for if the Word ſpoken by Angels, were ſtedfaſt, bow 
ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo great Salvation, which at the firſt 


| -:Scripturs ct luſerna' pedibus,'3 qua [that which is'the enly Rule of our Lives, we 
| non.dfleRendum.. Ecclebz- lapicntia, axe im {pecial manner to fake heed unto... But 
{| cognitionis ſg: ma 7/zrs duxns ,;  cu- 

| jus teſtimoniis omnia confirmanda ex 
| qua..oriuntur . demonſt:ationes.. Cui 
quy conſentiuntadmitrendaet'quz non | 
conſ:nmiunt rejicienda. Ergo ct vite-: 
| fideique Reguia; © hb 

| Chamierus, 1.. Tom, de  cano :fidei - 
Lib.:3. Cap. 3, 4, $5i7 8,9, LO, This, 2, 


| that heard him 2 vere 1,2, 13. * 


began to beſpoken by the:Lord, and pas confirmed untows bythem | 
 AstheScripture is the Word of, che Son ; | 
ſoit'r'the only Rule of our Lives. © Now | 


'the Scriprure, and the Word of God written 1 
|15 theonly Rule'of our Lives; for it 3s at 
 Liphtunio cur feet, and a Lanthorn to our 
paths, Pial: 119. It-1is the Wildom of che 
Church, and'People of God, Dext. 4:- Ir 3s 
that-which we may not'turnaſide'from, eirket 
20 the'right hand, -or to the lefr, Dent. 28: | 


- ow 


. » 


ws. 7  — 


- 


< 
wn. T1 


04 


} 


.. Tr 1s that whereby Doctrines are t 
117. Ir is that which. nothing muſt be added to, or taken from, 
1Dezxt.4. Rev. 22. Itis that which we are all ro have recourie 
[unto for Comtort and Direction, Ef. 8. To the Law, and to the 
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{me, -I could not live chere. 
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 Tefttmony, 1f men (aynot ſo, it i becauſe” there 1s 
them. q 


nothing may be added ; and if ic be that which we 
and only Rule of our Lives. Bur fo 1s, as althele 
the oaly Rule of our Lives. | 

all your. Enjoyments : I the Rule and Meature of 


| your Worthip ; for if you do not worſhip accor- 
ding co-the Appoinements of God in his written 


| Word, your Worſhip: bur Idolatry and Superfti- 


tion: Syperſiitio eft quicquid eſtſupra Statutum, 


-Ic's che great reliet of your Souls 1n time of Tempta- 


> 


tion. Hereby Chriſt antwercd coall his Tempta- 


Jrions :- Ir 18 written, and agaimit's written, and a- |. 


pain ts written, and Chriſts Practice muſt -be your 


{ Rule. 'Trs that winch Sanctifieth al your ourwatd 
Comforts, eyen amongſt the Creatures z for ſaies the 
+tApolile, 1 Tim. 4. 4. Every Creature of God 1s 


good, if it be received with thankj-giving , for it 


iz ſanitfied by the Word, and Prayer. - I profeſs 


( {aies Luther ) T cannot live without the written 
Word of God ; I can want any thing but the Serip- 
cure, or the written Word of God: It I were 1n 


"Hell, I-could live with a Promite; and though I 


| Were in Paradice, yer 1f-I had not tne Word with 

Q! ſaith he, the 
Word 1s ſogreat and deep a Irea{ure, that ir doth 
ncreaſe by diſtributivg 3: yea, it is even Genus ge- 


p 


f 


$ 


 neralijſemum omnium bonoritm ;, that general good 
' thingunder God and Chrift, that hath Influence in- 


AX: 


| toa] good things. And ſhal the Word of God writ- 
| ten, be ſucha bleſfed Treaſure, and ſhalwe not take 
. heed chereunto ? | 
cies Lines -As 


o be rejected, or admit 


Now 1*the gcriprure, atdthe Word of God written, bea 
Light unto our paths 3 the witdom of the Church, and People of 
God; 4f 1c be that whereby Doctrines are to be admired, or re- 
jected; ifthar, from which we may not curn, either to the Tight, 
ortothe left; trom which nochig may be taken, ard ro which | 


continually unto, for comfort and diredtion ; thei it 15 the Rule, 
ned Scriptures do plainly prove z .and. therefore 1: 15 the Rule, and. 


As the Scripture, and the Word of God: written, | 
- 418 theonly Rule; !o1c 15 that Sale which doch {ſeaſon 


red, Ads, | 


no Light im 


are to re{ort 


fore-mentio- 


Omne quod extra Dei ver- 
bum eſt, eſt Idolatria, omne 
quod fit in ve: bo eſt yerus cul- 
rus {icut omne quod fit fine fide 
"eſt peccatum et omne quod' fit 
in fide eſtbonum opus : quad 
inter verbum et fidem eft con» 
jagium indiflolubile, 
. Luthers 


_ 


Anima omnibus rebus carere 
Ppoteſt excepto verbo Dei, ego 
quidem {inc verbo ne in Paradi- 
lo optarim vivere at cum verþo 
ctiam in Inferno facile eſt vi- 
vere, 
_ Eſt verbum ralis theſaurus qui. 
tr2ando creſcit er diſti ibeen- 
do [ervafido autem petir. 
Luther 
- Scripturd eſt Communis'a- 
nimarum ofacina, Baſil, _ 
On-nipotentis Epiſtola ad 
- homines mills. Gregor. 
7500 yy ns nutrimentum et 
cibus animz. Athanaſ. 


md 


Mt 


| 


L ” - 3 . wn & 
" , F 4 * 4 Col 14 . PY «es d. hw. na an dra i | 3% 4 So _ > Wo "7 
i V yy A Rondo, Tae Bra kt 4 Yo am » \ gh j 4 - 9: þ FA $.&< »h ' 4 6 og 266 'Y : 3 y fee? wh o ab " NM 4 bY fy t, p FI > bs hb mf Bl 4 3 : b] - « $1 
= x . tb SF WS of l Es COT: ©" "PRE, \* ui WW F IP -v *; 4 ; A £k F TS »* a . " W. 5 1 : | P $ » 
< " ww. n þ I | s k , 3 CJ » G . »H 
b ? $: E - . . £ 4 h - o g A S © » 
2» + 7 - : p , : - yy . ; x Fl £, Fo - y ” ; f 8 | " q 
/ . . as »- 7 
; , » 5 » \ Y 1'> WH. ” - T - 
f . -- . * þ ) g F . | . 
c d : F . 
. , pag ” ® , 5 
=_ 


PETIT "7 % 


\ . AsitistheSalc ofal your Comforts; fo itis, and fhal beyour-! 

Judg art the grear day : Chriſt 1s the only Judg chen, bur this 
Book of the Sccipturt, and the. Word of Gad written , is that 
. whereby he wil Judg you, and me, and the World ; for atthe laſt, | 
and greac Day, when men come to be tried tor their Ecernal Lives, 
the Books ſhal be brought out 3 not one Book, bur Books, Bewel. | 
20.12. And | ſaw the dead, both ſmal and great, ſtund before 
God, and t\2 Bookg were opened,-and another Book was opened. 
It jeemsthen, char chree Books..ſhal be opened at the great Day 31 
one Book is the Book of Litez two other there are, the Book of- 
Gods Records ; for a Book of Remembrance is wricten upon all 
our Actions, al. 3.. and the Book of the Scripture, or the Word 
|1of God; for {airh our Savior, Fobn, 12.48. -T he Word that ÞF} 
bave ſpoken, the ſame ſhall jadg bim 1n the laſt day. . Now this |* 
| Ward chat Chit hach ſpoken, 1s written, and therefore menſhal |. 
be judged thereby : bur if the Scripture, and-the Word of God- 
written, be char Book whereby men fhal be judged ar the laſt 3 
|ehen ſurely. it is our Nuty in ſpecial manner co take heed there- 
Unto. . | 

As the Scripture, isthat Book whereby we ſhalal be judged ;- 

ſo.it ſhal be eſtabliſhed upon us, if we be not eſtabliſhed by ir : 
for ſaies che Apoſtle, Heb. 2. If the Word ſpoken by.Angels, was | - 
ſteadfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion, and diſobedience, receiveda juſt 
recompence of reward:, bow ſhall we eſcape, if ve negle# ſo great}. 
ſaluation,. which at the firſt began'to be oken by bis Son 2 What. 
then-? . T herefore we ought to give the more beed to the things we\ 
have beard, leſt.woe let them fliþ ; Why ? For if we be unſtedfaft, |.. 
yetthe Ward of God is ſtedtaſt : The Word that God ſpake by.| 
(Moſes, was ſtedfaſt, and eſtabliſhed upon them that ditobeyed. 
So-now, muchmore, ſaieshe, if you be nor Rtedfaft, and eſtabliſh- 
ed by the Word, it ſhal be eſtabliſhed upon you, unto your Des] - 
ſtruction : O! what. infinite reaſon is chere then, that we ſhould]... 
take heed thereunto ?-. . : 


| But the Textſaith, 'T bat we-ſhal do wel to take heed thereut-|- | 
ro, til the day dawn, and Day-ſtar arile in our hearts : bat the 
day bath davened on me, -and the day- ſtar bath ariſen in my: 


beart.; andiherefore now, what need 1 take beed to the Scripture,. 
or tbe voritten Word any longer 2 


Yea, -Stil'you have need codo it: for did'not the day dawn, |. 
and che day-ftarariſe an the hearts of che Apoſtles, and Chriſtians | - 
1n their dates, according to your ſenſeand meaging ? yer they ſtill | 
attended an the written Word. of God.  Surely-therefore, the 
meaning af the Texc.is not according..co thac Gonjeure. Some | - 
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rIpEAre- 
rherefore would have the words to.be read: thus : 
IT} the day-ftar ariſe on your bearts ;, and ſo think . 
they are ſpoken of the Day of Judgment , con- 
cerning which time, Par ſaies, 1 Cor. 4,5. That 
Chriſt will bring to light, the hidden things of darks 
neſs, and will make manifeft the Connſels of the 


the Text, the word Unts), 1n Scripture: Phraje,. 45 


{id faith, Pſ.57. 1. Hy ſont trufteth in thee, O God, cluſronem fururi remporis. 

and in thefhadow-of thy rings-w1il 1 truff, ial] this | Genebrad, in Pſal. 10g, 
Calamity be over=paſt, What would David rrult | 

In God rio longer? Yes: but he would do ic elpectally whillt | 
that. Calawity continued. So fab. 123. he lath, Our eyes 
rait upon the Lord our God, t ill be have mercy upon us: What 
would they waic on God no. longer ? Yes: bur w their diſtreis 
elpecially, So Cant. 2. 16,17. 1am my beloveds, and my belo- 
ved is mine, be feedeth among the Lilltes, until the day break: 

Whar doth Chritt feed among che Lilhes no longer? wil he nor 
feed among the Lillies aftec the day break ? Yes : Bur che word 
T:ll, or Until, is not alwaies to be taken exclutively. And Vle| 
give you bur one Scripture for it, amongſt many in the New Te- 
ſtament, Matth. 12. 20. A bruiſed Reed will be not break, and | 
the ſmoaking T lax ſhall be not quench, until be bring forth Fudg- 
ment unto Viory: What wil Chrift break che bruiſed Reed 
then ? and quench the {moaking Flax after he hath brought Judg- 
ment to Victory ? No: but the word Until,in Scripcure Phraſe,is 
not alwaies to be taken exclulively. And fo here in chisTexc, Ye do. 


wel, that ye take heed to the word of Propheſee, until 


s bi 2 >. *7 | 
and now eſpecially, ye are toake heed there- | way ears po nekdere 


unto. 


| p ? | 
But why are the Saints, and People of God to take beed rimto| Queſt, 
the Scripture, and the woritten Word of God, epectally in their 
dark: times and ſeaſons 2 h g 


Becaule they are then in-moſt danger of ſtumbling, and falling : | 4,6, 
he that walketh in the dark, ftumbleth z and who 1s not then apr 
rofal? Bur by caking herd eo this ſure Light, they ſhal be kepr 
| from; the power of their arknels. The Scripture tels us of dark- 
{neſs, and of the power of darkneſs : A pos man may be in che 
dark, but he iskept from the m—__ of it, by taking heed hoſe | 

- | 12 |  this| 


heart. Butas yehave heard in the Explication of | TY emphatice ſoler ſumi pro 
| IJ\Y etiainWonec ct continui- 


| - oy | taiem Honificue ſeu conſecutio- 
not alwajestaken exclutiveiy: for Example z Diz= nem non exceprionem vel-ex+ | 


the day dawn,and the day-ftar ariſe in your hearts: | Hicenimparticula qj donec 
not, that then you ſhould ceate raking heed to the | Sc:iptura arque-adeo Lingua |.- 
| Word, bur becauſe you are now in the dark 3 now, | Hebraica affirmar quod indus | 
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thisgrear, and moſt ſure Light z yea, though he ben che darkneſs 
| of tome Error ( for the greateſt Errors lie-neereſt to the ſweeteſt | 
Truchs ) and though he do nat fee that Truth for the preſent, -yeEL 
ifhe dotake heed unco the Word, the {weerne(s of that Truch thal|. 
oute through the Error, and preſerve and keep me frum-theFower 
of it. © Butifye lookanto 2 Tim. 3. ye ſhal td the Apoſtle doth 
| inform Timothy.of very tad and dark times, that ſhalbe incheJat- 
ter daies, verle 1, In the laſt daier,-perillous times ſhal,come.. 
i. Herels lum wherein the peril of chele cimes ſhal conjift, 2. He| 
tels him the ſigns thereof. .3..He comforts him under it; 4, He 
| ſhews how he, and we may be kepr from the power of chat dark- 
| | nels : In the laſt dates, perillous times ſhal come ; for 1aics he, 
| Men ſhal be Lovers of themſelves, covetous, Boaſters, proad, 
Blasp-emer's, dijobedient to Parents, unthank ful, unholy, with- 
out Natural affetiion, truce-breaker,falſe accuſers,incontinent, - 
ſrerce, deiÞijers of thoſe that are good, having a form of Godlineſs, 
Wc... ver. 2, 3, 45:5- It {eers.then-that men may bethus wicked, 
yer may bear up toa form of Godlineſs.-- 2. Hetels Timothy .che/|* 
ſign of nay 6p tmes, and who theſe perſons are ,- Such as 
creep ints Houſes, and lead captive, filly women laden with di- | 
ers luſts, verle 6. Who atſoſball reſiſt the Truth in the Miniſtry, | 
a5 Jannes.and Jambres withſtood Motes, -ver. 8.-- 3. He comforts 
Hum againft the evil of theſe dark Times, verie-9. -- But they ſhall 
proceed no further ; for their folly, or-madneſs, ſhall be manifeſt to 
all men. . 4. He directs him, and us by him, how to ſtand, and | 
hold faſt, ver. x4. and that is two waies: Firſt, by ayoiding, 
and turning-away fromtheſe corrupt men, -verle 5. From ſuch 
| turn away. ſpeak not to them,-or with them 3 -go not to them. | 
©; but curn away from them, - Secondly , By takirig heed -to the | 
Fs Word of God preached and wricten, verte 14. Bt continue thou | 
TD in the things that thou-hbaſt learned, and haſt been aſſured of, 
| | knowing of whomthou baſs learnedthem, .and that from a child 
| thou baſt known the boly-Seraptures, which are able to make thee 
} | wiſeto Salvation. So that herethe Apoſtle doth refer him,both 
| to the Word preached and written; as if he ſhould ſay, the only 
way*t0 be kept from ſeducers- ( vere t 3+ men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning” the Farch ) is to- take-heed: unco: the 
Scripture. And indeed, what is thereafon that ſo many in chele 
dazes of ours are decerved, but becauſe they do not take heed unto 
| rhis greac, and moſt ſure Lighe ? © This is thar prear, and moſt ex- 
cellent Light, which weare rotake heed untoat altmes, but eipe- 
cially. m our dark tunes, and places, and chus-we ſhalbe preſerved. 
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| But if this be ſuch a preſervative againſi the power of darkneſs, 
INS are ſo.many man mthe dark who doth not runio Serif 
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Fre: ? What Heretich is there, or ever war, who | 
| did not plead,and lay claim to Scripture ? 


All Hereticks do nor lay claim to Ccriprurs: | Anſw. ; 
Some deny the Scripture, ſome donor : Some (as. : 
Theodoret obterves of the Herericks in his time ) $Jay UM pov mw bavlar| 
wil make uſe of thoſe Scriptures which ſeem to make | za100290V1yy. Si videant peri- | .- | 
| for them 3 bur as for choſe Scriprures which are dy ors Yerba meer iow ; 
plainly apainſt them, they reject, and it cloſe preſ-| oy nn en eonringlay + 


tum Scripturz. recuſ; [ce 
led, wil deny the very Body o che SCLIPTure as ay | pum et 6 rp Ss = Hoe 


Rule ro them, purant Gbi favere nudum ali- 
Buc 1's one thivg to cite Scripture , and another |. quod cfirum 4 genuina reciſum 
thing ro take heed thereunto. The Dev1l cited | orationis ſerie ra luum propoſi- 
Scripture to our Savior. Chriſt, bur he did not take | ©. FPrepagy=repr yy nar confie- | --» 
heed unto if, asto his Rule of lite It werake heed | ,cjas Hereſes GE Ge © 1 
| rhereto , then we ſhal be kepr, and prelerved by it, | Tom. oper. Athanas. 
| even” from the power of chat darkneſs which we 
- | may labor under. And thus now i have done with 
the Fourth General Thing propounded, and have | 


 cleered the Dodrine; 


—— 


_- 
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If this Dotrine be crus, thenwhat cauſe have we to bleſs God, j Applic. x. 

and not to deipiſe Humane Learning : Miſtake nor, I ſhalnot go en nog 
abour to preach up Humane Learning in the Church of God; 

buc chough I do nor preach up the Excellency of Meat, Drink, and 
Cloathing, or outward Bleſlings z yer I may cal upon you, and my 
ſelf, nor to deipite the fame, bur ro bleſs God for them: So, | 
chough I do not preach up che excellency of Humane Learning; | 
yer Lmay calupon you, and my t<lt, nor rodeipitethe iame, bus 
to bleſs God for ict,: For if Scripcure-Light, be ſo excellent a: * 
| Light; andche Ward of God written, that whereunto we are all | | 
rotake heed ; then what a Mercy and Bleſſ ing isit, thar this Word 
and Scripture, is tranſlated into the Engliſh Tongue : 1c was net} : 
ficſt written in Engliſh, but 1n Hebrew, and Greek ; it conld nor 
have been brought torch into Engliſh, buc by che help of Humane 
{Learning ; and wil ye then deipiſe Humane Learning, and nat 
_ .|blkeſs Godforit? O! ye wanton hearts, remember how the poor 
: | | Martyrs in Queen Martes time, did bleſs God tor the Engliſh | 
Tranſlation ; and how could chat be withour Humane Learning ? 
_ | Then letusblels God for ity. and nor defpile it. RET 

a .Ifchis Doctrine be crue, v19. Thar Scripcure= Light © is ſo oreat 75.0 he 

: Ia a Light, which al are to take heed unco z then what a fad condi- 1 
| tion arechoie in, who do deny, and forlake the Scripture ? they are . 
1 th? dark indeed. 3 confels agpod man may be rEmpred, as to £0 
Other | tins, {o to this, To doubt ofthe Loh of che Smears -55 
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"*\Bur do I hear a man that hath been a Profeſor? one that hath 
| known God, and his Waies? one that 13 under no Temptation ? |- 
2 Do I hear fuch an one denying the-Scriprure, as any Rule-co him ? 
Write that man Childlets, wrie hum Farchlets, without Chriſt, 
apd without God 1n this World. Ah! poor ſoul, here is one 

whoſe Foundations ate plucked up, twice dead , plucked up. by 
rhe roots. O! the fad condition of chis-poor Creature, he hath 
forlaken the Liphr, and now is under the power of darkneſs : 
Whuher ſhould hepo ? torhe hath left che words of Ecernal lite ; 
yer Lord, how many y have thele cymes bro ought forch, that are come 
co this height of wickednels ? But beloved, I do nor only hope, 
but am aſſured better things of you : only hear Lie word Ot EX- 
horcation, and chat is, 

Take heed, and attend to the Scriptures z for they are or geear, 
and moſt ture Light, whereunto ye do wel, if ye cake heed, as | 
untoa Liphr ſhining in a dark place: O! chen cake heed LHere- 
Unto. 


What muſt we do, that we may take veed, and attend unts 
Scripture £ 


Yemuſt do three things. 1. Yemuſt attend ro know and un- 
derſtand ir. 2. Yemuſt attend cokeep it. 3. And yemutt atrend 
to walk by the fame. And 

Firſt ; For your knowledg in, and underftanding of the $crip- 
cure, and the wruten Word of God, ye muſt, 

Obſerve, keep, and hold faſt the Leteer of it ; fer though the 
Letter of the Scripture be not the Word alone, yer the Letter 
| withthe crue ſenſe and meaning of it, is the Word. The Body of 
a Man, 15 not the Man ; bur the Body and Soul rogether, make up 
| the whol man : che Soul alone, or the Body alone, is not the Man. 
[IS &c. _ po here ; chough che Lercer of che Scripture alone, do not make 
f iS, 1N2 '*[upthe Word; yer che Letter, andienie together, do: and if ye 
—_— fb deſtroy the Body, yedeſtro o che Man 3 {oityedeltroy the "PRAS 
tera a qua non | of the Scripture, you do deſtroy the Scripture 3 and if you deny 

FOnen 19295"! |che Letter, how 1s it poſſible char you ſhould arcain co the true 
| narum. Rab-|ſenſe thereof, when the Sente lies wrapped up in the Lerrers, and 
te the words th ereof? 


2 Object. Brit if I attend to the Letter in my \ Pratfice, then I ſhall be a 
Profe eſo or of the Letter : and if a Preacher do attend to the Let- 


ter, then be ſhall be a Miniſter of the Letter. 


a Anſw | Nocſo: For when the Apoftle faith, We are not Miniſters | 
5 | - 4 {AN | of the Latter, but of the Spirit, his meaning plainly there 1 1s, 5 


a 
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of the Law, but of che Goſpel : for in that 2 Cor. 3. hecals the | 
Miniftcation of the Law, the Letter; and the whol Miniftration 
of the Goſpel, the Spiric : Thole thefetore that preach, or walk f 
according co the Manſtration of che Law, are Miniſters, and Pro- 
feſfors of the Letter : thoſe char preach, or walk according tothe” 
Miniſtration of che Goſpel, are Munſters, and Profeffors of the 
Spirit : And theretore chole char depart from; and deſpite.che Mi- _ 
niſtration of the Golpel, do depart from, and do deſpighe ro the c 
Spiric. 1:s one ching for a man to keep the Letrer-of the Scrip- 
'tuce, {o as not to deny the fame; another thing co keep to the: 
 Lecrer, only for che meaning of it : Ir's one-ching co preach from 
the Letter; another ching co preach the Letter. Our Lord and 
Savior Chriſt, when he expounded that Eſas. 61. (as ye read | Pl 
 Leke, 4.3 did not preach the Letter, yer he preached from che| þ. 
'Letter. Sonow, we.may preach from che Letter of che Scriprure, : 
yer not preach the Letter, or be Miniſters of the Letter z and you | 
may practice the Word from the Letter of the Scriprure, and yer 
not be Profeſſors of the Lercer, that is, of the Law, and the Mini- | 
ftration of ic; 
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How'can we bold, and keep faſt, the Letter of the Scripture, | Quett. = 
when there are ſo many Greek, Copies of the New Teſtament ? 
and thoſe diverſe one from another 2 


Yes, well : For chough there are many received Copies of the Anſw. 1.” 
New Teſtament 3 yet chere is' no material difference berween | 
them. ' The four Evangelifts do vary in the Relation of the ſame 
thing; yer becauſe there is nu contradidtion,or material variation, | 
we do adhere coal of them, and deny none. In the rimes of the F# 
Jews, before Chriſt, chey had but one” Original of the Old Teſta-| 1 
' ment 3 yet that-hach leveral readings : there is a Marginal reading, | 1. 
'anda Line reading, and they differ no lefs than erght hundred 43 
Times the one from the other z yet the Jews did adhere co both, and | ; 
demed neither ; Why ? Becaute therezwas ne material difference.;| 13 
And fo now, though there be many Copies of the New Teſta- | q 
- {ment; yet ſeeing there 15 nomaterial difference berweenthem, we 
may adhere to all : For whoever wil underſtand the Scripture, Wo 
muſt be ſureto keep, and hold tafi the Letter, not denying it. = 


gg—_ > 
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; If you would have the true knowledg, and underſtand the] 2 {| 
Scripture, and {o behold this greac Light in its full glory and} 
brightneſs; you muſt diligently enquire into the true tenſe and |- 


meaning of tt : for che erueſenſe and meaning,-is the: foul thereof. | | 4-3 
| Now the Scriprure, or the Word of God written, may be expoun- Wo 
( ; for Eqraſtood up before the People ina Pulpic, and gave | - n 
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|che lenſe of che Seripcure. Chriſt himſelf ts ſaid to expound : 
and 2 Pet. 1.20. No Scripture 5s of any private Interpretation : 


Object. 


TP 


. Excipiendus 
jeſt Michael 
Medina. 


2. 


The word in#awms, tignifies, Expoſition ; it's che ſame word that 
is uſed in Luke, 4. Chriſt ftood up, and expounded. Now fauh 


wil ripidly adhere to the Letter of the Scripcure, hemay quuick- 
ly bear falle witneſs againſt the'Tturh, Mark, 14. 56. it's laid, 
that many dd bear falſe witneſs againſt Chriſt, but thetr voitnefs 


build it again in three daies,, which our Savior Chriit ſpake of his 
Body; they applied-tothe Temple of the Jews, and ſo they are 


'Haidto bear fake witneſs; Why ? becaule they kept to his words 
- only, and ndt co his ſenſe. and meahing : So that we had need take 


heed how we report the words of Chriſt ; though we do adhere to 
his words, yet if we keep not to his meaning, we ſhal be found falle 


| witnefles againſt him and his Truch.. Searchthe Scriptures, faith 
*j QUr Savior; why-tearch? even becauſe the ſ{euſe and meaning. 


doth lie deep. And therefore ic 1s notenough for us that we do 


<<] adherero the words, bur we muſt diligently enquire into the true 
_ *[{ente,and che meaning of them, | WOE 


Put one Scripturebath many venſes ;, 4 Literal-Sonſs, and a 
Sprritual Senſe; a Literal Senſe, and a Myſtical : How ſhall 
we be able then, to find out the true Senſe, and the Meaning 


107 25*-f. 


Nay, but-the ſame Scripture hath but one intire Senſe. - In- 


- deed Papifts tel us, thac one Scripture hath-many Senſes ;. bur 


the Proteſtants ho6td,- Fracthere is bur one intire-Senſe ofa Scrip- 


ſters. The Senſe is bu one in divers parcs,thus ; as the mouth of the 
Ox 15not to be muzzled, ſo Miniftry is to be maintained. Thee 
15 burone who] ſenſe ofa Scripture, chough divers parts and appli» 


' | Cat1ONns OF it, _ * Wi tog. | 
| - Thoughtheſenſe of the Scripture -be-bur one intice ſenſe, yer | 
| ſomrimes the Scriprure is to be underſtood Literally, fomtimes | 
+Figuratwely, and Meraphorically ( but alwaies Spiricually , for 
Hon bag it. 1s taken Literally, it is taken Spiricually )- for {ates-the 
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the Apoſtle, No Scripcure is of any private Expotition ; there- | 
fore it may beexpounded : and if not, why were Gitts given to 
| men by che Al{cention of Chrift ? It's a very dangerous thing to 
| bear falſe witnels againſt the Truth of-Chriit, Now 1faman do 
| Not take heed unto the true (enſe and meaning of the Scripture, bur 


agreed not together : But how did they bear falte witieis ? They 
*| ceftified chat Chrift (aid, 1 can deſtroy the. Temple of God, and 


| 


/ 


Apoſtle, 


cure, though divers applications of ir. As for Example: The} 
 |Old Teſtamenc ſaies, Thow ſhalt not muzzie the mouth of the 
10x, which che Apoſtle applies tothe maiticenance of the Mini- 
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Apoſtle; If thy Brother offend- thee, heap coals of fire upon bis: | 
- | head: thatisnotto be taken Literally; buc Mecaplorically. *,So | P 

when aur Savicr:ſairh, 1f thine eye, or hand, or foot offend thee, es 
off, clus is noc co be wnderftgod- Literally, 2 


- . | pullit ot, and cut tt 


bo 


| buc Mecaphorically. 


-- Thouph che” Scripture” be applied-Myftically ſomrimes , and "3. 1 
{doch receive a Myſtical application; yet tor your direction here, eo | 


——_— 


ye muſt know, | | _ 2 on 
| :-T hac there is no Fundamental Doctrine of our Salvation, 'but I "lb 
is laid down plainly, and: without Myfticalnels : [The Covenants by 
| ofthe Law ,-T you-ſhalt bave no other god -buut me; and Thox BY 
ſhalt love they Neighbor as thy ſezf 5 Farh in Chriit, and lovero | = 
{our Neighbor : all the Fundamencal Doctries of our Salvation, [Sv þ+ 
lare laid down plainly, and licerally. = ee Fr 
. Though the preac inaccers.of aur Salvation, be expreſſed plainly #64 


{and licecally; yer if the liceral teale of any Scriprure,. be contrary, 
{ rocommon ſenſe, or reafon, or to modelty, honeſty, and good 
manners+ then weare tobawk the literal fenie : . For example, 
{our Savior faith, This: my Body, in the Lords Supper; if theſe 
words be raken licerally, it 1s againſt common fone and reaſon; 

| therefore you muſt bawk the liceral ſenſe, and-underſtand them 
1 otherwiſe. Apain, the Lord commanded the Propher cogo na- 
ked ; if chis beunderſtood licerally, ir wouldbe againſt common 
modeſty. - $9 when our Savior faich, If thine eye offend thee, pull 
it out; ifthine hand offend thee; cut itoff:: 1t this betunderſtood 4 
Literally, ic would tight with char Conumandement.,- -Thoze | 
| ſhalt not kall-z . cherefore the Literal ſenſe 1s ſomrimes to be baw= ; 
| ked. : po | | 
Though we are-not alwates to adhere-to the bare | EEE. 
| Letter, for the meaning of the words; yer if the | In interpretatione Scripturz 


w 1ed mviſticall e are-not tomake a | ſacrx: illud apprime obſervan | 
words be apP lied RN 7 dum eſt ne ulla vis inferatuy 


force upon the-Hiftory 3 Myfery doth not deltroy | ;. F A 

[the Hiftory, -The Hiſtory of che cwo women, Ha-| pif,ur de Fx-" ha han | 

1ger and Sarah, -is by the Apoſtle applied roche two | YVerbecum facrz Scripturz 
FTeftaments ; - yerthis duth. not deſtroy the Hiſto» [Germana imelligentia imprt- | 


iry: For as words are the Subftraitum of the Hir | ts xo hangs * erica ware 
\ſtory; to Hiſtory is dhe Subſtratum ot che Myſte- ligentis orb eels-1.or ot 
ry. Some when they have attained to. the Myſtical | ggiricualis interpretatis frat 
-| application, do deny the Hiſtory ; .but-remember, | deber ordinem biltorix , quod” 
{ chat though the words of the Scripture be applied plerique ignoragtes, lymphati? |. 
' myſtically., yet che Myſtery isnever to deltroy the | <2 in ſacra Scriptura+ yagancur 


” Wn 


etTore, 


Hiſtory. 2y | | . . " Wu; as *& 1 

. g : Hieronys. incap.” t3.'Ef 

i; .And though the'words of Scripture be ſomtumes | mr 54 LIED: » 
applied Myſtically, yer you muſt know that there | at 

| | gp ; K vm | . OW" 7.7 © OO ol oo tal : "A | 
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mm Quis autem non Impuden- | 15 nothing Myſtical in one Scripture, bur is Licerals |. * 
| \ {riffime nicaur aliquid,quod |]; {ardown in another Scripture ; let any man ſhew 
= 5,5 germ Mr meany Iruth tet down Myſtically in one place, bur 
|feſta habeat Teftimonia quo- I wil thew ic literally expreſied 11 another. Some 
rum lumine illuſtrentut obſcura. | Would haveal the Scripture to be underſtood my- 
| 4«[tin. Epiſt, 48,"ad Vincent- |ſtrcally : But doth any man cel you. this and that 
m__ IN PRE Scripcure 15 not literally, but my ſtically co: be nn- 
(oc. ide tprii; 0, feerprd- jderſtoud ? then ler him fher you where xche ſame 
tationis ejus quam. meditaris Truth is ſer down lterally in another place, elfeyou 
ſententia alibi in Scripturis | May notbeleeve him : and if you walk by this Rule, 
clare er abſque tropo expreflo | and Rules, you ſhal walk fafely here, and in ſome 
inveniatur arque detraQto vela> | 900d meaſure be helped co the true tenſe and mean=" 


' mi logiz fidei reſpondeat. | 2 Wc - . 
Flac lyric: pars fer Tra&. ng of the DEL IPHULC in hits cale. po 


tx. de ratione cognoſcendi | - 
Scripturas Obkery. 2, _ 


Oby. - But ſuppoſe that a Scripture lie under 
Controverſze : One laies claim toit for his Opinion, 
and another lates claim to it for bzs Opinion, how ſhall I be able 
to underſtand the true ſenſe and meaning: of 1t:2 Or ſup;/?ſe 4 be 
TRE | mthe dark, mm a darkeſtate and condition,how ſhall | ſo : «iz beed | 
| unto tbe Scripture, that I may know, and underftand tbe ſame 2 


Anſws, | Somthwg you ruſt do by way of. Obſervarion 3 ſomching by 
way of Practice. . © CITE Poe 54 
1, ... | As for Obſervation, :in caſe you 'be able, you muſt, conſulr 
_ |the Original : For as old Mr. Dod, once anſwered to. a yung 
q.: IEA | man, enquiring of him what'was the beſt Commentary upon the 
& | Scripttire,, The Original, the Hebrew;and the Greek Tex, {aid he, 4 
z 15the beft Commencary : So fay.I, the very Text in-the Original | 
: | | [doth fomrimes pur an endo the Controvertie. As for Example : | | 
# [ | the Apoſtle faich of Women, T hey ſhal be ſaved by Child-bearing ; \ 
BE which ſome Books read thus; -T bey ſhall be ſaved by bearing of | 
| - | Children: whereupon a Controvertie ariſes, whether thote tol- 
| | lowing words, if theycontinwe- 18 the Faith, do relate ro Chil- | 
| | dren, or to Women ;, whereas1f men looked 1hto the Original,they 
7+: |  |ſhouls findtharthe wordis bur one in the fingular, according to 
fie r5s Tis! our: Tranſlation, they ſhall be ſaved by'Child-bearing , and there- 
arias ido is; Fore the tollowing words muſt relace unto Women ; Therefore it! 
wary &c- per 15 go0d toconſult with che Original 3 and though-you. cannot wr ſ 
filiorum gene- derſtand Hebrew, or Greek; yer you may.con{ult with the Origi- 
Pens h | nal,and.not pin your Faith upsn anothers Learning: tor it you ask: - 
> Pralggy --- {three orfour, how1uch or ſuch a verſe ſhould be rranſhted,, and: 


"6h ANSE, 2 chey do al agree in their Tranſlation forthe ſubſtance, you know 
os, 6 manſe-, that 101t.15 1nthe Original, not becauſe ſuch a man dorh tay ſo,but. 
ee SA. becauſe of their agreement; Whuchcould not be, ific wece not ton | 
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| © Seripture-Light, the moſt I we Light. 


filled ; if you: give him mot what 15 good forthe Bg- 


| ther. ; 


| for ſaies the Apoſtle, Rom. 12. Or if any man propheſie, let it be 


hd 


i. 


"If you would underſtand the true ſenſe: and mea- 
ning of a controverted Scriptute z then look wel in- 
tothe Coherence, the Scope, and che Contextchers- 
of : For as the Hebrew Rabbin fates wel , There is 
no Objection can arile upon the Texc, bur there is 
an Anſwer in the tides thereof; For example che 
Papiits\urge that place o: Famer, 2. for juſtification 
by Works ; whereas If we look diligently inco the 
Coherence,& the {cope thereof, we ſhal find that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the work of Faith in oppoſitionto 
the Profeſlion of Faich ; for fates he, ver. 14. What 
wil it profit, my bretbrenif a man ſay he have faith, 
ant have not works ? will it ſavelhim? If a bros 
ther or ſiſtcr be naked, and'mn want, verſe 75. and 
one of you ſay, depart in-peace,and be warmed and | 


| latere. 


—— 


dy, what doi} 1t profit ? Even {0 faith, if it have 
not works, # dead. Aman ny ſay, heharh Faith; | | 
but the Devils fay, and beleeve there'is one God : Was nor A- [ 


char juftified Abrabam, was niot a bare profeſſion of Faith, but 
"Twas a working Faith ; the profeſſion of Faith alone doth not ju- 
ſtifie, bur ir 15a Faith which conſiſts in a Work, it is a working 
Faich : chis1s the {cope of theplace then, as appears by the'Cohe- 
rence. If aScripture therefore, do lie under Controverfie, take 
you the Bible, and look wel unto the Scope, and the Coherence of 
the Text controverted. TO 2 Lees 

It you would underſtand the Scripture rightly, chen compare 
one Scripture with another : for ſaits the Apoſtle, No Scripture 
ws 0j private Interpretation z or rather thits,” No Scripture is of 


wrote it as they were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt : ls the Scripcure 
therefore doubttul 1h one place? then conipare it with another : 
trand not upon your own apprehenſion; for it-is not of our own 
Expoliton : ut came not by the wil ofman, bur divers holy men 
wrote it, as they were inſpired with che Holy Ghoſt : And chere- 
fore 1f one place be doubtful, it is to be compared Wich ano- 


_Andbeſure that you ſwerve not from the proportion of Faith ; 


according to the proportion, or analo.y of Faith :. And what is 
char , bur the Sum and Grounds of Religion ? or the Body of Di- 
vInity , . Winch. 1s. delivered to us in the form of ſound words 
; ohh ns 4 9 
Wwhercunco we are delivered, + Thus incale the Scripture lie under 
.any Controverkie,.it wil be good for you co oblerve theie Rulcs. 


Et modus hxc feptem 
turz attendito LeQtor, 
Vide Explicat in Giafl. Phi- 
log. Sacr. Lib. 2. 
turz ſenſu emendo .pag- 593+ 


braham juttified by Works when he offered Ifaac 2 that Faith | 


our own Expoſition , This ſas emuozos: But holy men of Gotl | 


| — 200 HAN 
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2. 


Turpe eſt de lege judicare to 
ta lege nondam infpeta. = 

Quis, {copuis, impe!llens,{edes, 
tempuſque, lgcuſque. | 


Scrip- 


P. z. de Scrip= | 


94] 


Nulla eſt Obje&io in lege, | 
quz non haber ſolurionem 1n 


Len 


— BT TY forarons 190 es AI < OGry »— Wires nb" 


———_ _ ITY poY E: 
— ——— WON . - as >» Wk. wo —_ —"_— 


bs Þ. © 
- re oeem eo re Poe i*d ww 8-2: 42 5 erties fie ans A 0 act as - But 
oy . a2. 8 -.. * » > 
| ti. 8 und 


ok. 6. fn 
= 


FEA 


—  ————— — 


0 eos, Os OO i ena 


; bs 7 | 1. , 6 at £Y Is P A Wh F we " & 6. M *P by b, q 4 *M ". wy | EN | oy ne "oe : : -— " mY SO GENEIR . ”" "o_ _ 
- : my . «> CY .- y 
T4 ES Sn. at, <td nad "jy por £" % 944 » « f —_ — — 
- "=" ey aha ES ” * & Io; 2, 
! b %. 0: 4 , 's [ - S 7? ” , wy JF *-.5 
» / J k : # a 
. & 4 
fy pture-Light, the moſt ſure Light; 
as w_ 5 ” -+ » 7 C .* ; 
& x - af 


Ih; 


Pauli, ni 


biberis. : 


minum..: 
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FX | 
Quo ſpirity -Scvipturx faGbe , 
ſunt eo ſpiritu legendz, nun- 
quam ingredieris. in ſenſum 
{ ſpirizum Paul im- 


Omnia dona a Deo Patre lu- 


. Pare), but by che Spiric of Pare! ; nor-the Mind of 
the Ming. of Chrift, but by the Spiric of .Chrift : 


| ſtand cherefore under Goipel, Diſpenſarions, where 


Chriſti munus eſt aperire 
Scripturas, Luc. 24+ 'Spiritus 
ſand&us author fimul er Expli- 
cator Scripturx. John 16. , . 


TRY 2: 
Perfe&io intelleQualis opera+ 
tionis in homine confiſtit in | 
quadam abſtraQione a lenſibi- 
linum'phantaſmatibus, . er ideo- 
quando intelleQus hominis ma- 
pis fuerit liber ab Eujalmodi: | 
' |phantaſmar: ran'o potius.conſi- 
derare . intelligibilia poterir.. 


4 


i 


1 


| Hebitudo ſ{enſus cirestntelli- - 
centiam oritur ex gula cxciras 
mentiz ex 1uxurige. Aguiy. 23» | 
Q- 15. AR .. | 
| Cum non faciunt que intelli- 


ant. 


 Condirio dat 
Intell: ume $;--, 


r 


Optimus Scripture. interpres 
hic ef, Gai- ſenſum e Scripruta 
Phrius retuletit, quam artulcrit. 


| 


| 


£ 


| flzthly fins do exceeding] y blind che mind -trom the 


gunt, non-intelligent quz faci- | 


:| indulgent ro your own Condition, Ditpatition, or 


the, Spirit breaths, .Soſaies the Apoſile, Received |- 
, ye toe Spirit by the Law, . or by thedbearing of | 


Faith ? And \ceing God hath promiſed cogive this 


a x 


Fuft.: You nut; go-x0 God for the Spirit; for Þ 
' Wichout it; ye cannot underftand-the Mind of God | 


'm the Scriptuce .; No.. man, knows-the Mind of |- 


Lg 
% 


| Peter, bur by che.Spuctc of 'Peter 3 no mar} knows | 


Sptrit unto them. That ask Kt, go unto God for the 
lame. 2. | 
Secondly : Take heed of a wordly; flefhly mind ; 


things of God, and a;-werldly.mind. cannor favor 
them, ..Yetee hovy, it is tn the Eclipte of che Moon, 
when, the-Earth comes between. the -Sun-and the 
Moan, then the Moon is eclipled; becaule che Earch. 
keeps che light of. che Sun from u... $o itche Earth, 


there wil be.an echpie, and darknels upob- al your 
Soul : Then ſhall. yz know#.( latth : our Savior) 
of my Dot$rine, voberher 1t be of God, if ye do what: 
I command yoit;- Thole. thac wilnot.do-what chey 
know, ſhal nor knay what to do... 

Thiedly : Study your Condition by the Scrip- 
ture, and the Scripture. by your Condition 3 Con- 
dition gives underſtanding... It cale.you be under a 
Temptation, , ſtudy choſe Scriptures that do concern. 
ſuch Temprarion 3 .1f you beznan Aflliftion, ſtudy 
| thofe Scriptures that do concern ſuch AMictions ;. if. 
yoube ina Delertion, ſtudy thoſe Scripcures which 


cern your Conditon,, and this wil helpyou to un- 
 derſtand rhe Scriprures. - . 
| _YerFourthly : Take heed.that-you be.nor $08; 


Opinion. . It'sa good ipeechof Hilary ; He is the 


_—_ 


— 


Er and the World came, herween you, and the Truch, | . 
r2q. 


— 


I . d\a-o£ > x « « 
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do. concern {uch Deterrions : and whatever your 
| Condition be, ſtudy thole Scriptures which docon- 


"RO 


1 Bular, 


\ 
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Bur Secondly, and niore practically : It you |: 
would 10 undecfiand the. Scriprure, chat you-may.| 
take heed thereunto, as toa. Light ſhining in your 
dark (tace :. then, .. $9 


"oe 


r 


 Seripture-Light, the moſt ſure Light. 


A. & yer wI—_— OI I—  — — 


his Seale from rhe Scriprure, than carry his Senſe co the Scripture. 
| We are very apcto incerprer Sctiprure according ©o our own optni- 
off; or diſpoticion. Interpretation orcinarily tolldws'difpolition, | 
ofFopinion : Aswherrthere was a great Controverlie in the'Popith 
| Church, berwixcthe two Liturgies-of Ambroſe and Gregory ; by 
| common conſent of bath Parcties,.ic was agreed, that both che Maſs 
[Books ſhould be laid on the Alcar, expecting the decilion of 
the matter by Revelation : and the doors beup opened the next | 
morning,” Gregortes Mats-Book was renr' and corn in many pieces, | 
and {catrered abroad in the pkce; but Ambroſes lay whol, and 
open upon the Alcar , which tome chought ſignifted thus much ; | 
Thac Gregories Maſs-Zook ſhould be caicelled ; others, as the 
Pope himlelf ſaid, nay, bur this rencing and ſcattering of the | 
| Leaves, ſignified the ditperſing of ic over al che Chriſtian World--| | 
Thus men umnerpret. things, according cocheit own Dilpolitions and | - | 
Opinions, 'even wtien they come co Scripture alſo, Would you | | 
therefore fee cleetly 1nco-che mmd of God 1n the Scripture ? chen, = 
as when you come to Chriſt for Rightequinels, ye come with na-/| | | 
ked ſhoulders 3 fo when you come to the Truth of Chriſt, take | 
| heed of your own-Ditpolition, and Opinion : you' muſt come rto-| - 
Chriſt asa Prophet, as welas to Chriſt as'a Prieft, wick: naked] - 
ſhoulders. | | 
 Fifthy:: If.you do defire ſo to underſtand the Scripture, as it 5: 
may be a Light co al your paths 3 chen be {ure that you put no- 
taing elſe in: Gommuſlion with it for your Rule, ?Tis with the 
” Scripture in thus retpect, as with God, Chrift, and che Spiric; If -] 
{ you-come to God for help, yer if you joyn another God in Com- Fu 
miſſion with him, he-wil nor give down his help: foif you joyn{. 
| any-:thingwith Uhriſt in che maccer of Mediation, chough you come. | 
| {ro him, he wilnot give in the comforc of his Mediation to you : 
fofor the Spirir, though you conie unto him for comfort,” being |  Þ] | 
elte- Comforter ; yet if you zoyn apy thing, elſe-m Commiſſion = 
with che Spirit, ic wil nor give down his Comtorr, And fo here ; | | 
though you come, aud rend, and wait upon God 1n che Scriprure; | _ { 
yet if there beany thing elſe which you do make your Joynt-Rule | | | :; 
with che Scripcure, any Light within you, or Precepc of Man| : | 
withour you, it wil not give down its Light to you, buc you wil | | 
| | be lefc in the dark. Do you defire theretore, co underſtand wa 
| know ch-truetenſe and meaniing of the Scripture ? then take heed | .. 74 
thar you joyn 60 other thing in Commiſſion with it, astothe mat-7 . : 4 - 
ter of your Rule: - Andchus Jhave dovie with the firſt thing that ] - - » | 
weinuft do 1n taking heed co che Scripture 3 We muftiakeheed to [| 
know, and underffand the lame. © - | MEIN os ——— 
If you would to rake heed unto the Scriprure, as it may bein” | © 2. 
de:daLight unco you. in-a dark place, then you. muſt keep £3 : *y L 
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| 
Now that you may keep, and not forſake the Word, | 
= Firft, Obſerve what chote things are, whereby men haye been 


HT  Somtimes this evildorh ariſe from the corruption of a mans Na - 


Man, and gracious ? Soalfo*tis with a gracious heare ; when. he 


_ Y 


gue, but that the corruption of a mais Nature, is boyled up to an 
unkrown'malice agauiſt the Word of che Lord : rake heed there- 
| [foreofthat. FED 

2: . © | - © Sommtimesthis evil of denying, and forſa- 
| Donatiſtz ja antes veram Ecclefiam | Kinp the Scripture, doth arite trom corrupt 
j <4 PEnes ſe moeve qui habitabane regio- Prunciples, which have been bred up 1n the 
37" WO magic Oi minds of men, as ſomrimes men think rhat the 


Judica mibi ( quem diligit animamea) Light and Law within them, 1s their Rule ; 


kd 


| Fubi paſcas, ubi cubes in' Meridie ne 'va= | and therefore what need the Scripture as my 


| [gui incipiam poſt greges ſodalium tuo | Rule any longer ? Somcumes men think thar 
- \rum; f(t ita ( inquit Aug. Epiſt. 48.) | | all | | 
* K We —————— = we $55 UAE A _ = noon 200 I ES, WOE - Bev. | | 


X , mu im 
a Aon Sat hor ef po nr 
CAR ” * 


x F = Ps. WET + 
Lc a. wx want. oa” 
IgE x oo oa | 


7 


y WR OS TROY. by ; 4 bes. 101 " #4 
« PF ” ” ; a3 24 Y. - dm: ' * , 
 helky” F 2 5 Lo wF , £ 
” « - 


es "os 


<r— 


 Seripture-Light, the moſt ſure Light. 
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fall Scriprureis to be expounded myftically, 
and ſo,tirft they make a Nole of Wax of 1t;& 
chen they caſt iraway. Somrimes menthink. 
that they are co judg of Doctrines by Im- 
preſſions, Viſions, Voyces, and Dreams, and 
{0 they caſt away the Scripture, Would ye 
therefore rake heed. unto the Word fo as 
tokeep the ſame: Take heed of this Ml 
Principle. POOR 


Somrimes this evil doth ariſe from dally- 


'exponendam putatis .ſacram Scripturam 
Aquilonares profe&s Eccleliz dicent ſe | 
ſolas eiſe veras, adducent enim per ſe il- | 
lud PE. 47. 3. Exultz mons Sion lzte- 
ra Aquilonis civitas Regis magni, Deus 
in domibus ejus cognoſcitur cum ſuſci- 
pier eam, ergo in expolitione Sacrarum | 
Scripturarum ante omnia inveniendas 
eſt ſenſus literalis eo namque conſtiruto 
facilis ad myſticos ſenſus patebir aditus 
clypeus Concionat. Verbi Dei per Fer- | 
dinand dc Eſcalante Lib. 1. Cap, 17. 
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| ance, and playing about the borders and confines of this ſin : ?Tis 


in this {in,as with other {10s 3 though a man hate,and abhor Swea- | 
ring, Drunkenneſs, and Adultery 3 yer it he lie playing and dally- 
ing- upon the borders thereof, he wil furely fal tnro chem. So, 
though I fay, God forbid thar. ever 1 ſhould deny the Scripture, 
.yet if I ie playing upon che confines of this fin, 1 thal certainly tal 
into it. ?*Tis an excellent Speectchat Luther hath, Wilany man | 
play ? lethim play with his Wite, play with his Children, play | uf 
with his Money ; bur ler him take heed how he plates with che 
Scripture, by turning al into Myfticalnels; for who is it that dares 
| play with che Thunder? Why ? ( fates he) for it 1s the Voyce | | | 
| of God: 'So isthe Scripture, it 15the Voyce of God. Would ye | | 1 
therefore, to take heed-unto 1t, as to Keep 1t,and not deny the ſame ? | | = 
Thentake heed of that corruption of Nacure which doth boyl up | |. 
to malice; take heed of evil Principles abour the Rule of your | \ .- | 
lifez and cake heed of playing wich che Scripture, and of living up=- | 72 
on the confines of thar'grear {in of denying ic, left God 1 juſt 
| Judgmenc, give you upatlaſt co the groſs evil of it, 
Secondly : And for particular Truths of the Scripture, that you 
may keep them in your heart and zudgment, Cont:der, 

Whether char Doctrine, which you are now abour codeny, be 
not that Dodtrine which hach {eventimes paſſed through the fire in 
che Sufferings of che Saints ? whether 1c be nor chat Doctrine | 

" which many Satnts have loſt cheir Effares, Libercies, and their |. 
| Blood for ? And if it be ſo, chenthink wich your ſelf, how harda | _ 4: 
ching ic wil be for you co be ſaved, denying that Truch which. ſo | 
many have ſhed:heir bloud for. | | 


Confideralfo, whether the Dofrine you are now abour to \ 


©] 


<<: 


2s | 


deny, be not that Doctrine which the Saints generally have main- -, 
tained in oppokition to the World ? Andifitbe, then think with 
your {elt, how hard a thing it wil be for you to be {aved, denying- 
that Doctrine which al the Saints generally have maintained a- 
ou the World ; bur above al, take heed of an icching Ear. 

the Apoſtleces Timmby, 2 Epilt. 4. 3. That che cimes 
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Wl 56 Scripture-Light, themoſt ſure Light, © 
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1 ocind | 


\.come; wherein men will not endwe found Dottrine, but after 
their own wills, ſhall beap 1Þ to themjeives, Teachers, havin, 

itching Ears, ſuch azfhal nor. be contented with the lecled Mint- 
7 [IT {iro Gods Appointment, bur tal after their own wile, heap, 
*. | up Teachers to chemfelves; and this rhey Bal oo rom te eh gs 
: 198 the-Ear: Wel, bur whar ſhalchis icch wn che Ear bring. forth ? 
vere 4. They ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth, and 
ſhall be turned unto F abier. Now theretore, that you way keep, | 
and held faſt the Word in che particular DoCtrines, O! then take 
| heed ofthis itching Ear , © | 
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a | TIT, |} Thirdly: Ye onettiing more: If you would cake heed tothe | 
| BN w \ *] Scripture, you muyft fo heed the ſame, as you may walk thereby. 
BY I, *'| - Therefore prize it much: Who takes heed co that which he 
2 don®r prize? The Marcyrs m Queen 'Martes daies, prized the 
| N vTitten Word of G*od much : one gavea_ Cart-load of Hay for one. 


Leaf of the Bible in Englith.: © agother being ac Sea, and fwimming es 
{for his life on a Maſt, and having al his Eſtare ( which was five | | 
2, pound) in one hand, and the Bible 11 the other, and being com-| 
n'- pelledco part with one, chote rather for to keep the Bible, and 
[ \BEE chrow away his five pound, al chat he had. Theie chen did prize 
£4: the written Word of God, and they did walk thereby. - Y 
8 2 ' Therefore, allo, get your, bearc affected with Love.to every: 
2 Truth which you know ; for becaule men receive not the Truth mn 
the Love thereof, therefore God doth give them up to ſtrong de-: 


3 Wo 1 luſtons : men take heed unto what they loye. | 
| And therefore that you may heed it 10. as.to walk thereby, ler 
| ic be your continual Companion, going where yon go; if you go. 
; mntothe Fields, O ! ler the Word go with you 3, if into your Cal- | 
| ling, O! letthe Scripture, andche written Word of God be with 
you : Thus ſhal you cake heed unto it, as.coa Light ſhining in a. 
dark place. And I pray tel me, are-not theſe times, dark times ? 
The conjunction of Clouds, and Milſeries, make. dark times. 
[Now the Worldis ful of Wars, and Rumors of Wars : now men 
| ſay, lo, here is Chriſt, and lo, chere is Chriſt ; inſomuch as ( if 
poſlible ) the Ele& would be deceived. Now ſpiricual Judg- 
Eb: | ments, and outward Miſeries, are in Gonjundion ; a Cloud anda 
Cloud, a CorjunGtion ef Glouds : ſurely therefore, theſe times | 
muſt bedark times, The Ecliples of the Sun and Moon, and the 
falling of the Stars from Heaven, make dark cunes : And when 
werethere more Eclipſes, and falling of the Stars, and of preat 
Lights from Heaven, than in thele daies of ours ? Falſe Lights 
| al:o make darktimes; for the more Falle Lights are ſet up, the. 
more men are drawn from the true Light, and io themorethey are 
in darkneſs : - And when ever were there ſo many talte Lights hung. 
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